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SMstagrfseB- wants strong Iran sanctions 

WASHINGTON (AP) — The United States should stop permit- 
ting American subsidiaries to buy and sell Iranian oil because that 
policy handicaps American diplomacy, Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher said Sunday. "We need to toughen our sanctions,” 
Mr, Christopher said, adding that he would espouse that view 
‘during administration discussions this week on U.S. policy towards 
Iran. "I regard Iran as a terrorist state." Mr. Christopher said in a 
television interview. “They’re really an international bad actor, so 
I think we need to take a very strong stand against them. The fact 
that we are engaged in trading, the fact that subsidiaries of our oil 
companies can purchase oil there and sell it to Europe is a 
handicap to us in dealing with other countries." When i go to 
another country and say, ‘stop giving concessions to Iran,* they 
throw this back in my face." As one example, be discussed the 
ongoing dispute with Russia over the sale of Russian nuclear 
reactor technology to Iran, saying President Bill Clinton will press 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin to stop the deal when he visits 
Moscow later this month. 
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Group says Gulf fafls to protect workers 

that Egyptians worki^o^Gulf bave^msuEj^^ to suspect 
killings, arbitrary detentions and torture. It also said the Gulf 
system requiring "sponso rehip” of foreign workers was tanta- 
mount to Javery and demanded that it be abolished. It accused the , 
governments in Egypt and the Golf of Ming to act to protect the 
expatriate workers. The report by the Egyptian Organisation for 
Human Rights estimated there were some 900,000 Egyptians 
working in Gulf countries, mainly in Sandi Arabia but also in 
Kuwait, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates.' 
The group said it has investigated numerous complaints from the 
workers over the past three years, including 19 deaths blamed on 
torture or deliberate killings. Other cases related to arbitrary 
arrests and mistreatment in jail, it said. The report said the Gulf 
countries have not signed the major international human rights 
conventions and “lack the standard safeguards against false 
imprisonment and arbitrary detention." 


Price: Jordan 150 Ffls 


Mma, pu’aBlem 

WASHINGTON (Petra) — 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim AI Kabariti met with 
his Egyptian counterpart 
Amr Musa in Washington on 
Sunday. Mr. Kabariti and 
Mr. Musa discussed the out- 
come of recent Jordanian- 
Egyptian contacts and coor- 
dinating the two countries’ 
stands on joint Arab action 
and the Middle East peace 
process. Also on Sunday, Mr. 
Kabariti met with Syrian 
Ambassador to the U.S. 
Walid Al Mu'allem and dis- 
cussed with him the latest 
developments in the Syrian- 
Israeli negotiations. Mr. 
Kabariti reiterated to Mr. 
Mu'allem Jordan's support of 
Syrian rights to regain its 
lands occupied by Israel since 
June 4, 1967. 

Three die in arson 
attack in Kuwait 

KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — A 
young stateless Arab man set 
fire to his family home in Al 
Jahra in northern Kuwait, 
killing his step-mother and 
two half-brothers, newspap- 
ers reported Sunday. The 
man’s father was seriously 
injured in the fire and is in a 
critical condition in hospital, 
they said. The arsonist, 
whose identity was not re- 
vealed. wanted to protest bad 
treatment at the hands of his 
step-mother, police said. 
Seven other people in the 
house jumped out of the win- 
dows to safety. 

Sudan rebels say they 
repulsed attacks 

» NAIROBI (R) — The rebel 
South Sudan independence 
Movement (SSIM) said on 
Sunday its forces had re- 
pulsed an attack by Sudan 
government forces on Lafon, 
120 kilometres east of Juba, 
south Sudan's largest town. 
A SSIM spokesman said in a 
statement issued in Nairobi 
force or. Friday, capturing its 
commander. Colonel Khah'd 
Mohammad Osman, two 
tanks and other vehicles. It 
was not immediately possible 
to independently confirm the 
SSIM report, which said the 
incident showed that the 
ceasefire recently announced 
by the Sudanese government 
was “a fake." 


office 

NAQOURA (AFP) — The 
new commander of U.N. In- 
terim Forces in Lebanon 
UNIFIL, Polish general 
Isthanlas Waziniak, took up 
his post Sunday at a cere- 
mony at the force’s head- 
quarters in Naqoura. Gen. 
Waziniak. who took over 
from Fijian Gen. Wan Kaw- 
so, is the fifth commander of 
the 5,000-strong UNIFIL 
since it was created in 1978. 
Gen. Waziniak was previous- 
ly Polish military attache in 
Washington. "My ambition is 
for peace to be achieved dur- 
ing my mandate," the 40- 
year-old general said. “I will 
do all I can to fulfil the task I 
have been entrusted with.” 

Mess? ‘propbef In 
Sinai ends up in jail 

CAIRO (AFP) — Police 
have arrested an Egyptian 
pharmacist in the Sinai desert 
who claimed to be a new 
prophet sent to unite Islam. 
Christianity and Judaism into 
one religion, the weekly Rose 
Al Yousef reported Sunday. 
Abbas Mahmoud Al Sayed, 
42, originally from Alexan- 
dria, moved to Al Tor in 
south Sinai five months ago 
and opened a pharmacy 
there. A few weeks later he 
began preaching his “proph- 
esy." He told inhabitants on 
a Friday that "an angel 
appeared to me and chose me 
as a messenger to you. “God 
picked me to join the three 
(monotheistic) religions into 
one and to gather around it 
the people of Sinai, the birth- 
place of the prophets." Pro- 
selytizing is illegal under 
E ( *yptiajj Jaw. Once in the , 
custody of Sinai po’ Mr. I 
Sayed refused to talk to a 
sheikh from Al Azhar, the 
highest Sunni Muslim author- 
ity, who asked that Mr. 
Sayed be isolated so as “not 
to influence the people." 


Amman meeting studies structure 
of regional development bank 

Institution expected to be announced at October 
economic summit despite differing approaches 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Efforts to set up 
a Middle East development 
bank got into grappling with 
the nuts and bolts of the 
structure of the proposal in 
Amman with a one-day meet- 
ing on Sunday, with the U.S., 
Japan, key Arab countries 
and Israel pressing for an 
entity with its own capital and 
some European countries ex- 
pressing reservations, dele- 
gates said. 

However, there was a con- 
sensus that the difference was 
not expected to be a serious 
hurdle in setting up a regional 
institution and mechanism to 
finance development projects 
,in the Middle East and North 
Africa as called for in the 
final statement issued by an 
economic summit held in 
Casablanca. Morocco, late 
last year. 

A good number of dele- 


gates. particularly American 
and Israeli officials, said they 
expected the announcement 
of the establishment of the 
bank to be made in the Am- 
man economic conference 
scheduled to be held in Octo- 
ber as a follow-up to the 
Casablanca gathering. 

“We believe that the prop- 
osals are very com- 
plementary” despite the dif- 
fering views over whether the 
proposed bank should have 
its own capital, said Susan 
Lavine, deputy assistant 
secretary of the U.S. Treas- 
ury Department. 

Delegates said some Euro- 
pean countries believed that 
the existing financial institu- 
tions — such as the European 
development bank (EIB), the 
European Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development 
(EBRD), the World Bank 
and the International Financ- 
ing Corporation (IFC) — 
were sufficient to offer 
financing for economic;, de- 


velopment of the Middle East 
and North Africa. 

They also argue that set- 
ting up a Middle Eastern 
development bank is “a time 
consuming process" since it 
would require official en- 
dorsement by all govern- 
ments concerned and that the 
establishment of a bank with 
a commercial nature was 
“very cumbersome.” 

They dte the example of 
EBRD, which was officially 
set up in 1990 but took two 
years before it could approve 
the first loan. “Even the loan 
has not been disbursed yet, 
almost five years after the 
bank was established," com- 
mented a European diplo- 
mat. 

However, Ms. Lavine and 
Al Larson, deputy assistant 
secretary of state for econo- 
mic affairs, told an informal 
press briefing that the U.S. 
was firmly behind the idea 
that the bank should have a 
capital of $5 billion, with a 


paid-in capital of about S1.25 
billion every year for four or 
five years. 

Noting that the proposal to 
set up the bank was still in 
negotiating stages, both, of 
them expressed optimism 
that the differences could be 
bridged as deliberations get 
ahead. 

“We will have agreement 
for such an institution before 
the Amman economic sum- 
mit” scheduled to be held 
Oct. 31-Nov. 1, said Ms. 
Lavine. 

Ms. Levine said the Amer- 
ican contribution to the capit- 
al of the bank could be 
around S75 million per year 
depending on structures and 
formulas to be agreed up on 
in further deliberations. 

U.S. diplomats said mean- 
while that a pledge of S75 
million that U.S. President 
Bill Qinton made, in an 
address to the Jordanian par- 

(Conthraed on page 7) 


8 killed in Gaza blast blamed on 
Hamas militants making bomb 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Militants preparing a bomb 
set off a blast Sunday that 
ripped through their hideout, 
killing eight Palestinians in- 
cluding a leader of an under- 
ground group that has carried 
out suicide bombings against 
Israel, officials said. 

Fumes from a mysterious 
white powder, believed to 
have been used in the bomb- 
making process, overcame 
two police officers and five 
bystanders after the bag was 
opened. Alt were treated and 
released from a hospital. 

Brigadier General Ghazi 
Jabali, head of Palestinian 
police in Gaza City, said 
police found seven unex- 
ploded bombs, an automatic 
rifle, grenades and a plastic 
bag with 25 kilogrammes of 
poisonous powder in the 
second-floor apartment in a 
crowded residential neigh- 
bourhood. 

A police bomb expert 
walked from the apartment, 
clutching three canisters stud- 
ded with nails used to en- 
hance the killing power of 
bombs. 

“They were preparing an 
explosive when one bomb 
blew up,” Gen. Jabali said. 


“This shows that those in the 
apartment had a total disre- 
gard for the lives of those 
living around them.” 

The Hamas fundamentalist 
group's military wing denied 
its members had been prepar- 
ing explosives and, in a leaf- 
let, vowed “swift and painful 
retaliation." 

Although Gen. Jabali 
listed only four dead, officials 
at Gaza's Shifa hospital said a 
total of eight people were 
killed, including an 18- 
month -old baby, and two 
others wounded. 

Heads and body parts were 
blown up to 300 metres away. 
Rescuers carried severed 
limbs in plastic buckets and 
bags from the three-storey 
building whose middle floor 
was blown out. 

Police said the bomb- 
makers belonged to the Isla- 
mic Hamas group. A Hamas 
spokesman denied that they 
were making bombs and said 
the men had been blown up 
by unknown bombers as part 
of 'a plot. 

Hamas opposes the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion's peace deal with Israel 
and has mounted suicide 
bombings against the Jewish 


state, including an attack last 
October that tilled 22 people 
on a Tel .Aviv bus. 

But Hamas has reached a 
tacit understanding with PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat not 
to launch attacks in the PLO 
self-rule areas of the Gaza 
Strip and Jericho. 

Last month Israeli author- 
ities said they had foiled a 
Palestinian bombing plot 
when they intercepted a Gaza 
truck carrying explosives in 
southern Israel. No one 
claimed responsibility for 
sending the vehicle into 
Israel. 

Hamas spokesman 
Mahmoud Al Zahar told 
angry Gaza residents that 
Hamas was not making 
bombs in their neighbour- 
hood. 

“This is a plot. They were 
assassinated, it was carried 
out by an explosives expert, 
this happened before, and 
when we discover who was 
behind it, his fate will a$ bad 
as this,” Dr. Zahar said. He 
did not say who he thought 
was behind the blast. Police 
later stopped him from 
speaking. 

Police sources said at least 
two Qassam members were 


among the dead. 

“We suspect Hamas, and 
most probably Kama! Kheil is 
among the dead,” one police 
source said. Kheil was a 
prominent member of Qas- 
sam. One witness said he had 
carried out Kheil's head. 

The apartment building 
and surrounding area in the 
city’s Sheikh Radwan neigh- 
bourhood were littered with 
parts of bodies. 

A Reuter reporter said he 
saw one head 300 metres 
from the scene. 

“There are about eight 
people dead. We still don’t 
have the exact number of 
dead people. Some children 
are among the dead," the 
police source said. 

A police officer brought 
out four bombs, which 
looked like small gas cylin- 
ders with charges attached, 
and defused one in front of 
onlookers. Police later 
cleared people from the area. 

Police also carried out an 
M-16 automatic rifle and a 
bag of explosives. 

There was no official com- 
ment from Mr. Arafat's 
office. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israel: Syria agreed 
to restrain Hizbollah 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israel said on Sunday Syria 
had agreed to restrain Hiz- 
bollah guerrillas in Lebanon 
who fired rockets at the Jew- 
ish state last Friday. 

Syria, the main power 
broker in Lebanon, also said 
it was still committed to a 
1993 U.S. -mediated agree- 
ment preventing the targeting 
of civilians. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin’s spokesman, Oded 
Ben-Ami, said the Syrian 
message was relayed through 
U.S. Secretary of State War- 
ren Christopher. 

“The Syrians said they still 
back the understandings 
reached after (Israel’s) op- 
eration accountability “and 
will act to calm the situa- 
tion," he said. 

He said Israel asked for 
Mr. Christopher's mediation 
after Hizbollah fired dozens 
of Katyusha rockets on the 
Jewish state on Friday, killing 
a 17-year-old boy and injur- 
ingl2 people. 

The Syrian state-run news- 
paper Tishrin said that Syria 
was not behind the latest 
violence and charged that it 
was Israel who violated ex- 
iting agreements on actions 
ui Lebanon. 

Mr. Christopher negoti- 
ated an understanding be- 
tween Israel and Syria in 1993 
that ended Hizbollah rocket 
attacks on northern Israel 


and Israeli shelling of 
Lebanese villages in South 
Lebanon. 

Under the settlement, both 
sides agreed that civilians 
would not be attacked. 

Syria opposes Israel’s 
occupation of a southern strip 
of Lebanon that the Jewish 
state carved out to prevent 
cross-border attacks in 1985. 

Mr. Christopher said Sun- 
day he was “somewhat en- 
couraged" by Israeli-Syrian 
peace talks and had tried to 
cool tensions after the rocket 
attack on Israel, and Israel’s 
retaliation. 

"The parties are engaged 
in . very serious negotiations. 
Usey're now talking about 
security issues, which I think 
arje probably the toughest of 
all the issues,” he said in a 
television interview. 

Mr. Christopher said 
Wednesday that he was in- 
volved in negotiations in 
Washington between Israeli 
and Syria ambassadors, Ita- 
mar Rabinovich and Walid 
Muallem, respectively. 

’•I’ve been working 
through this weekend trying 
to cool down the situation,” 
said Mr. Christopher. 

Syria said Sunday that the 
military escalation 
threatened the Middle East 
peace process. 

Negotiations between 

(Continued on page 7) 


3 Gaza policemen held 
after death in custody 


GAZA (Agencies) — The 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) said on Sun- 
day it will try members of its 
secret police in the self-ruled 
Gaza Strip for involvement in 
the violent death of a Palesti- 
nian prisoner in their cus- 
tody. 

Freih Abu Medein, head of 
justice for the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA), 
said members of the Palesti- 
nian intelligence force, who 
were questioning a prisoner 
accused of collaborating with 
Israel, were believed to be 
directly involved in taking 
him out of prison and killing 
him on Saturday. 

"Interrogators of the 
Palestinian intelligence were 
arrested today and mil be 
interrogated to explain why 
they took out of prison a 
prisoner accused of Rilling six 
Fateh Hawks activists, and 
who was found dead while in- 
their custody," Mr. Abu Me- 
dein told Reuters. 

The prisoner, Mohammad 
AI Jundi, 32, from Gaza City, 
was accused of aiding Israeli 
soldiers who shot dead six 
activists of PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s Fateh Hawks 
faction in Gaza’s Jabalya re- 
fugee camp in March. 1994, 
six months after the peace 
deal with Israel was signed. 

Jundi was killed on Satur- 
day at the site of the shooting 
deaths of the six activists, a 


senior PLO judicial source 
said. 

Mr. Abu Medein said in 
February a total of 17 sus- 
pected collaborators would 
be tried in the PNA’s new 
military court. 

He said at the time, the 17 
had confessed to aiding 
Israelis in the killings of the 
six Fateh men and of an 
Islamic Jihad activist in a 
separate incident. 

“The (Jundi) killing inter- 
ferred with a major court 
case," Mr. Abu Medein said 
on Sunday, adding that the 
military trials would begin 
this week. 

Jundi’s body was disco- 
vered in Jabaliya camp late 
Saturday, Palestinian pro- 
seuctor Khaled Al Kidra 
said. It is not known who 
took him out of prison or 
killed him. 

“We immediately launched 
an inquiry to find those re- 
sponsible," Mr. Kidra told 
AFP. 

"We will act with the 
greatest severity against all 
those who have broken the 
law. We want to know who 
killed this man.” 

Three policemen were 
being questioned, Mr. Kidra 
confirmed. 

Jtndi was a member of a 
group of 12 Palestinians ac- 
cused of having helped “spe- 

(Contiuoed on page 7) 





, Their Royal Highnesses Crown Prince Hassan Taiwanese President Lee Teng-Hui and his 
'and Princes Sarvatb on Sunday receive wife Lee Sing-Won 

Regent, Princess Sarvath 
receive Lee and his wife 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
and Her Royal Highness 
Princess Sarvath on Sunday 
received Taiwanese President 
Lee Teng-Hui and Ms wife 
Lee Sing-Won who are on a 
two-day private visit to the 
country. 

President Lee paid a visit 
to the Higher Council for 
Science and Technology. 
Hani MuDri, the council's 
secretary general, briefed the 


Taiwanese president and the 
accompanying delegation on 
the counol's activities and 
future programmes. 

President Lee paid tribute 
to existing cooperation in the 
field of science between the 
two countries. He said that 
could be furthered in the 
future. 

Mrs. Lee. paid a visit to the 
sheltered workshops of the 
Young Women Muslim Asso- 
ciation (YWMA)- and was 
met by Princess Sarvath, the 


association's honorary presi- 
dent. She also visited the Red 
Crescent Society and was 
briefed on its activities. 

The Taiwanese president 
and his wife were received ax 
the airport by Yanal Hikmat, 
■ His Majesty King Hussein's 
advisor, and Michael Hamar- 
neh, Prince Hassan’s office 
director. 

The president and Mrs. 
Lee are expected to visit in- 
dustrial institutions and tour 
archaeological sites. 


Jordan 

discuss 

projects 

AMMAN (Agencies) — 
Jordanian and Israeli offi- 
cials met on Sunday to 
chart joint strategy for 
mrtti-bilfion-dollar plans 
to develop the rift valley 
separating the two coun- 
tries, delegates said. 

They were meeting 
ahead of a meeting with 
U.S. officials in A mman 
on Monday. Washington, 
a key promoter of the 
plan, has promised to help 
raise funds to provide be- 
nefits from Jordan’s Oct. 
26 peace treaty with 
Israel. 

Delegates told Reu- 
ters the meeting of the 
Jordan Rift Valley’s steer- 
ing committee at Jordan’s 
Red Sea port of Aqaba 
would also prepare for a 
regional economic confer- 
ence in Jordan, expected 
to be held in late October. 

It follows a similar 
meeting in Casablanca in 
November that drew 
world leaders and' 
businessmen to discuss in- 
vestment in the Middle 
East following moves to- 
wards peace. 

Jordan and Israel are 
seeking massive funds to 
develop the rift valley. 
The plan includes a S3 
billion canal to bring Red 
Sea water to the Dead 
Sea. 

Jordan and Israel dis- 
cussed procedures related 
to visitors from both 
countries to Aqaba and 
Eilat and agreedto divert 
waste-water away from 
the sea, a senior official 
said. 

Fayez KUasawneh, 
head of the Aqaba Re- 
gional Authority told the 
Associated Press the com- 
mittee agreed to set up 
procedures for visitors to 
cross between Aqaba and 
Eilat as well as facilities 
tor one-day tourists from 
both sides. 

He said the panel also 
studied the problem of 
pollution of the Red Sea 
and agreed that both sides 
will dump waste water 
and sewage 35 kilometres 
away from the port. 

The committee will 
meet next in Eilat April 
22 . 


Turks hunt PKK rebels 
in Iraq and diplomatic 
understanding in West 


MM 



SARSAN, Iraq (Agencies) 
— Turkish forces hunting re- 
bel Kurds in Iraq turned their 
big guns on new targets on 
Sunday while Turkey's fore- 
ign minister beaded for 
Europe and the United States 
to battle criticism of the two- 
week-old drive. 

Erdal Inonu, appointed to 
die diplomatic job last week, 
left Ankara for Bonn on a 
trip that will also take him to 
Washington and Paris. Gov- 
ernment officials said Deputy 
Prime Minister Hflcmet Cetin 
would head for London this 
week as part of the same 
diplomatic offensive. 

Speaking as he left Ankara 
Sunday, Mr. Inonu said: “My 
goal is to prevent any mis- 
understanding over the legiti- 
mate operation Turkey has 
undertaken to defend itself, 
and to assure that our rela- 
tions with the allied countries 
continue on a solid founda- 
tion." 

The Ankara government 
faces growing international 
criticism of its two- week old 
military drive to crush the 
separatist Kurdish Labour 
Party (PKK), which Turkey 
Says uses northern Iraq for 
attacks on Turkey. 

Tbe PKK has been fighting 
since 1984 to set up a inde- 
pendent Kurdish homeland 
in southeast Turkey. 

European countries, not- 
ably France and Germany, 
have voiced fears of a long- 
term occupation by Turkey of 
northern Iraq and possible 
human rights violations. 

Britain and the United 
States have backed the Tur- 
kish move, with Washington 
stating that it sees the PKK as 
a 1 "terrorist" operation. 

Turkey says it will with- 
draw from northern Iraq 
once the guerrillas are 
crushed, but has refused to 
set a timetable for this. Tur- 
kish officials have said the 
operation, involving 35,000 
troops backed by air power 
and artillery, is the country's 
largest military engagement 
outside its borders and could 
last a year. 

Tbe firmest criticism has 
come from Germany, which 
last week suspended weapons 
deliveries to Turkey ana put 
on hold a 1107-milfion finan- 
cial aid package for the con- 
struction in Germany of two 
frigates for the Turkish navy. 

"(I will) clarify some of the 
misunderstandings which 
came up in tbe press during 
the operation in northern 


Iraq, explain the extent, pur- 
pose and meaning of this 
defensive action,” he told an 
Ankara airport news confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Inonu has a dual mis- 
sion: To ease fears that Tur- 
key will occupy nothern Iraq 
for a long time and. reassure 
its allies it is safeguarding 
civilians in tbe area, where 
35,000 troops swept into Iraq 
on March 20 to hunt for 
rebels. 

Some 15,000 Iraqi Kurdish 
villagers fled from a large 
valley northeast of die border 
town of Zakho after Turkish 
troops poured into northern 
Iraq nearly two weeks ago, 
U.N. aid workers said. 

“You cannot see them 
camping, so the figure may 
seem high. But they went to 
other villages or to Zakho or 
Dahuk," said one aid work- 
er. 

About 200 Turkish troops- 
raided the village of Seferia 
in the 60-kilometre-long Bar- 
wari Bala valley Sunday, re- 
fugees from the village told 
AFP. 

They said the soldiers 
looted houses, took food and 
other belongings and arrested 
six men. 

They shot and wounded 
one mart who tried to leave 
Seferia by car and foiled to 
stop when ordered to do so, 
the villagers said. 

“They told us to leave the 
village because they were 
going to bomb it," said 
Gulezerd Yassim. 

Turkish commandos at 
Sarsan palace, once a sum- 
mer resting place of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
said about 500 soldiers 
moved into the snow-capped 
Qara mountain range early on 
Sunday. 

They scouted the range, 35 
kilometres south of the Tur- 
kish border, and alerted artil- 
lery forces where to direct 
their fire. 

“Commandos went in early 
this morning and we are 
bombing with artillery from 
die palace,” said a comman- 
do standing at the palace gate 
as the sound of artillery fire 
echoed behind him. 

News from the front re- 
mained unclear, with the two 
sides claiming success and 
giving wildly conflicting 
death tolls. 

Anatolia news agency said 
on Sunday the army had Jai- 
led more than 295 PKKfight- 

(Contfamd on pqe 7} 
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Saudis will receive I Khartoum meeting assails Israel Palestinian men 
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any pilgrim with visa 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Saudi 
Arabia, reacting to an 
announcement by Ubya that 
it would defy an international 
air embargo and send planes 
to the kingdom carrying pil- 
grims, said it would receive 
all pilgrims who have proper 
documents, 

“We can talk for ourselves 
in Saudi Arabia, any person 
coming for Ha] who has com- 
pleted all conditions in terms 
of visas and Haj measures, 
we will receive him no matter 
what means he uses to arrive 
in/’ Interior Minister Prince 
Nayef Ben Abdul Aziz told 
reporters on Saturday night. 

The official Saudi Press 
Agency said Prince Nayef 
was responding to a question 
on remarks by Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi on Tues- 
day that Libya would defy an 
international air embargo by 
sending planes to Saudi Ara- 
bia carrying pilgrims. 

The prince’s comments are 
in line with previous Saudi 
statements that the king- 
dom's doors are open to any 
pilgrim who has obtained the 
necessary Haj visa. 

But he did not specifically 
say that Saudi Arabia would 
allow Libyan planes to land 
in the kingdom. Any pilgrims 
flying from Libya would have 
first to overfly Egypt, which 
in the past barred Libyan 
aircraft under a U.N.- 
im posed embargo. 

In past yearn pflgruns have 
flown to Saudi Arabia after 
travelling overland to Egypt. 

This year’s Haj starts in 
early May and pilgrims may 
start arriving in Saudi Arabia 
in April. 

The U.N. Security Council 
on Thursday renewed sanc- 
tions damped on Libya since 
1992 for railing to surrender 
two alleged Libyans accused 
by the United States and 
Britain of involvement in the 
1988 bombing of a Fan Am 
plane over Lockerbie, Scot- 
land. All 2S9 people on board 
the Pan Am plane died in the 
explosion. 

Libya on Saturday official- 
ly informed Saudi Arabia of 
its intention to defy the U.N. 
air embargo and asked for 
Saudi help for its planes, the 
offidal agency JANA re- 


ported. 

Libyan Unity Minister 
Jomaa AJ Fezzani notified 
the Saudi charge d'affaires in 
Tripoli of “the Libyan peo- 
ple’s decision to make the 
pilgrimage (to Mecca) this 
year on board Libyan 
planes," the agency said. 

Mr. Fezzani gave the diplo- 
mat an “official memoran- 
dum 1 ' containing the sche- 
duled flight times and “asked 
the Saudi authorities to facili- 
tate the landing and take-off 
of the Libyan planes." 

The planes would fly to the 
western Saudi town of Jed- 
dah which is near Mecca, the 
minister said. 

JANA reported earlier 
Saturday that a thousand 
Arabs living in Libya had 
volunteered to make the pil- 
grimage in response to Col- 
onel Qadhafi 's calf. 

The volunteers want to 
show “the Arab Nation’s re- 
jection of the unfair block- 
ade," it said. 

Last year, Libya organised 
a desert caravan, at least 
partly by camel, for pilgrims 
en route to Saudi Arabia via 
Egypt. A year earlier, the 
government allowed nearly 
200 Libyans to make a pil- 
grimage to Jerusalem’s A1 
Aqsa mosque despite the 
country’s enmity towards 
Israel. 

Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency, in a dispatch from 
the Libyan capital Tripoli, 
said the Libyan government 
had notified the Saudi embas- 
sy of plans for 45 round-trip 
flights to Jeddah this year. 

The sanctions ban all 
flights to or from Libya but 
allow for exemptioif to meet 
"urgent humanitarian 
needs.” 

U.N. officials have said 
this could coyer flights for the 
Haj, a pilgrimage to Saudi 
shrines that Muslims are ex- 
pected to make at least once 
in a lifetime. 

But they stressed that 
Libya must request the ex- 
emption in writing in advance 
from the U.N. Sanctions 
Committee. 

As of last week, U.N. offi- 
cials said they had received 
any such request. 


Palestinian Authority 
issues first 2 passports 


GAZA CITY (R) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat signed the first two 
Palestinian passports on 
Saturday: for himself and 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, Mr. Arafat's 
spokesman said. 

The new passports, which 
will be green-covered and 
carry the Palestinian eagle 
emblem, emerged months of 
negotiations with the Israelis, 
said Mr. Arafat’s spokesman 
Nabil Abu Rtteineb- 

Origmally, Israel had ob- 
jected to Palestinian pass- 
ports, claiming that the 
Palestinian self-rule enclaves 
of the Gaza Strip and Jericho 
were not foil countries. 

Under the emblem, the 
passport says “Palestinain 
Authority" and in English 
says “Passport" and ‘Travel 
document.” 

The new passports fol- 
lowed the first Palestinian 
stamps in December, another 
symbol of statehood Israel 
had preferred not to allow 
the Palestinians. 

Mr. Arafat's passport, like 
Mr. Mubarak’s and those of 
other diplomats, has a red 
cover. 

Mr. Arafat’s passport was 
numbered 001, Mr. Abu 
Rdeineh said. Mr. Mubarak, 
who has hosted Israeli- 
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Palestinian peace negotia- 
tions in his country since the 
1993 signing of the self-rule 
accord, received passport 
number 002. 

The Palestinian Interior 
Ministry began issuing green 
public passports to inhabi- 
tants of the self-rule areas 
this week, the officials added. 

The first Palestinians to 
benefit were to be the 5,000 
people planning to make the 
pilgrimage to Mecca at the 
start of May, as well as the 
300 officials accompanying 
them. 

The three-year passports 
are printed in Germany. 

They stale that the pass- 
port was issued by the 
“Palestinian autonomous 
government, in line with the 
Oslo accord signed on Sept. 
13, 1993, in Washington. 

Saudi Arabia has recently 
demanded that Israeli Arabs 
wishing to travel to Mecca 
should do so with a Palesti- 
nian passport, apparently so 
that they could be included in 
the Palestinian quota, the 
Jerusalem Post English daily- 
said Friday. 

Israeli Interior Minister 
Uzi Baram told the Post his 
country would not agree that 
Israeli Arabs, who are 
citizens of the Jewish state, 
be issued Palestinian pass- 
ports. 
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Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

The effect of ihc depression is 
expected to continue today. 
Temperatures will continue to drop 
with cold weather conditions pre- 
vailing and rainfall expected at 
intervals. Thunder showers arc all 
expected today with winds south- 
westerly active. In Aqaba. skies 
will be partly cloudy, winds south- 
erly moderate and seas rough. 
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KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
More than 300 delegates 
from 80 countries on Sunday 
rejected any moves to nor- 
malise ties with Israel and 
urged Muslims to break the 
U.N. “stranglehold” on Iraq 
at an Islamic conference 
here. 

1 In a statement published at 
the end of the three-day Isla- 
mic and Arab People's Con- 
ference, the delegates con- 
firmed “their refusal of pro- 
jects of normalisation with 
the Zionist entity.*’ 

They declared they were 
“opposed to any form of rec- 
ognition and transaction 
with" Israel, either “econo- 
mic or cultural.” 

And they strongly sup- 
ported Syria's stand for “re- 
jecting compromise projects” 
with Israel. 

“The Palestinian issue is 
the central issue and the basis 
of confrontation with the 
Zionist enemy,” the state- 
ment added. 

It also gave its backing to 
Iraq’s sovereignty and called 
“on Muslim countries to 
break the stranglehold of the 
sanctions which have been 
imposed on it” by the United 
Nations. 

The U.N. oil and trade 
embargo imposed on Bagh- 


dad after it invaded Kuwait in 
August 1990 has crippled the 
Iraqi economy. It was re- 
newed in March at the Secur- 
ity Council's regular two- 
monthly review despite calls 
from permanent members 
Russia, France and China for 
the sanctions to be eased. 

The delegates here praised 
the three countries’ efforts 
and called for an end to the 
embargo. 

The statement, proposed 
as the final declaration, urged 
the Algerian government to 
“stop the bloodshed and be- 
gin a global diaJogDe” to end 
the conflict winch erupted in 
January 1992 with the can- 
cellation of elections Islamic 
fundamentalists were poised 
to win. 

Delegates alsb appealed to 
Arab and Muslim countries 
to condemn "Russian aggres- 
sion in Cbechenya and back 
the mujahedeen fighters” 
while calling for a committee 
to be set up between the two 
sides to negotiate an end to 
the war. 

There was “support for the 
people of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina against the Serb 
racists” and a call for the 
arms embargo on the former 
Yugoslav republic to be 
lifted. 


The conference also voiced 
solidarity for the people in 
the Indian province of Kash- 
mir and their “right to self- 
determination, ” urging India 
to “end its oppression and 
open talks.” 

Waning parties in Afgha- 
nistan ana Somalia were cal- 
led on “to put aside their 
personal and tribal conflicts 
to begin reconstruction.” 
Delegates to the confer- 
ence also called for an “Isla- 
mic United Nations” to be set 
up and a shake-up of .the 
current membership of the 
U.N. Security Council. 

The meeting ended in a 
marathon and chaotic final 
session during which angry 
delegates urged conference 
Secretary-General Hassan A1 
Tourabi, reading a draft text 
of the final resolution, to 
toughen its condemnation of 
ferael. 

But after three days of 
sometimes vitriolic conde- 
mnations of Western attacks 
on Islam, the draft resolution 
stressed efforts to open a 
Muslim dialogue with the 
West. 

Mr. Tourabi, a prominent 
Sudanese Islamist widely be- 
lieved to be the power behind 
Khartoum's military govern- 
ment, said many of the re- 


quests made by delegates 
would be included in the 
meeting’s final declaration, 
to be published later. 

Western diplomats attend- 
ing the final session of the 
conference said ihe tone 
appeared less confrontational 
than the last meeting in De- 
cember 1993. ‘l 

The draft resolution, as pn 
previous meetings, described 
the IsraeK-Palestinian issue 
as the “pivotal' concern of 
the conference, but it dijew 
the ire of the Hizbollah (Par- 
ty of God) delegation for not 
specifically opposing the 1993 
Oslo accord for Palestinian 
self-rule in Gaza and the 
West Bank. 

Proposals by sub-Saharan 
African representatives to 
drop the word “Arab” from 
the title of the conference, 
which upset Palestinian and 
Syrian delegates also caused 
confusion. | 

African delegates said 
Arabs had “hijacked” Islam, 
and won a majority in a vote 
on the issue on Saturday. But 
Mr. Tourabi. apparently (an- 
xious not to lose support 
from pan-Arabist elements of 
the conference, said dele- 
gates needed to reach foil 
consensus on the issue before 
it was adopted. 


wedded to Israeli lift 


Palestinian row at Khartoum meeting 


KHARTOUM (Agencies) — 
Splits in Palestinian loyalties 
burst into the open on Satur- 
day as angry Palestinians 
turned a conference aimed at 
bolstering Arab and Islamic 
solidarity into a shouting 
match, delegates said. 

They said Palestinians 
from groups which formally 
split from Yasser Arafat’s 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) were. in- 
censed that conference hosts 
bad given a platform to Hani 
AJ Hassan, a PLO member. 

They said Abu Khalid A1 
Omla, who broke away from 
the PLO m 1983, and a mem- 
ber of his delegation shouted 
Mr. Hassan down as be tried 
to make his speech to the 
conference. 

Mr. Hassan later stormed 
out of the meeting, followed 
by an anxious-looking Has- 
san A1 Tourabi, the influen- 
tial Sudanese- Islamist who is 
also secretary-general of the 
conference. 

“He called me a dog... I 
am not a terrorist, I am not 
(Palestinian guerrilla) Abu 
Nidal,” Mr. Hassan shouted 


at Dr. Tourabi in front of 
journalists. 

Mr. Hassan has criticised 
the PLO’s self-rule accord 
with Israel, the target of 
much condemnation at the 
Khartoum conference, but 
has not broken links with Mr. 
Arafat. 

Mr. Hassan, a member of 
Fateh’s central committee, 
was shouted down as he criti- 
cised the Israeli-Palestinain 
autonomy accords and said 
Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin “has proved he 
does not want peace or return 
Jerusalem.” 

Mr. Omla, shouted out: 
“You criticise the accords 
while you were one of the 
negotiators.” 

Mr. Hassan retorted: 
“Liar, I never took part in 
negotiations. As for you, you 
have thrown yourselves into 
the arms of foe Syrians.” 

A colleague of Mr. Omla 
then called Mr. Hassan a 
“dog." 

Mr. "Omla, and’ two "col- 
leagues stormed out of the 
conference hall before being 
persuaded to return by fellow 


delegates. Mr. Omla’s col- 
league apologised for insult- 
ing Mr. Hassan. 

The clash took place in 
front of 300 delegates from 80 
countries taking part in the 
three-day conference which 
opened Thursday at Sudan’s 
Chinese-built Friendship Hall 
on the Nile. 

Palestinian delegates to the 
conference are opposed to 
the Israeli-PLO autonomy 
accords which launched 
Palestinian self-rule in the 
Gaza Strip and Jericho last 
May. 

Somali warlord rebuk 

Muslims 

Somalian warlord A1 
Mahdi rebuked Muslim na- 
tions on Saturday for failing 
to send aid to ms impover- 
ished and conflict-riven coun- 
try. 

- Mr. - Ali Mahdr told foe 
conference that Somalis had 
protested outside hisT 'bffice 
recently complaining that 
Muslims “won't even send us 
burial shrouds, let alone 


food." [ 

“With this tragedy in bur 
country it is sad for me to jsay 
that help from Islamic coun- 
tries was not as forthcoming 
as we wanted it to be,” Mr. 
Mahdi said. 

“Some of our brothers 
from the Muslim world have 
come to rescue our people 
but their number is very 'li- 
mited,'* be added, speaking 
through an interpreter. 

He urged Muslims ito 
mobilise aid for Somalia “not 
by reciting verses of the 
Koran but by translating 
them into deeds.” 

Mr. AH Mahdi addressed |be 
conference, aimed at rallying 
Arab and Muslim delegates 
against perceived Western 
domination, just after a rep- 
resentative of rival Somali 
warlord Farah Aideed. 

General Aideed's spokes- 
man condemned United Na- 
peacekeepers who 
-jstayed irorpthan tweryearsin 
1 the “country before pulling 
out last month. 

Neither speaker mentioned 
reconciliation between 
opposing Somali factions. | 


HERBRON, occupied 
West Bank (AFP) — 
Palestinian men on the 
occupied West Bank have 
discovered a new way 
round foe closure which 
has kept them out of 
Israel since 1993 — mar- 
riages of convenience. 

While some of those 
who many Israeli Arabs 
are single, others first 
have to divorce their 
Palestinian wives, at least 
on paper, as Israeli law 
forbids polygamy. 

“I agreed to my hus- 
band marrying an Israeli 
Arab woman because the 
military administration re- 
fused to give him a permit 
to work in Israel,” said 
Oum Mohammad, a 48- 
year-old Palestinian 
woman living in Hebron. 

“My husband was un- 
employed for eight 
months. Now he goes to 
visit his new wife in Israel 
five days a week, which 
allows him to work and 
feed our eight children." 

' Hifssam Massarweh, 
clerk of the Islamic court 
in the Arab village of 
Taybeh in Israel, con- 
firmed the trend. 

“In the past two years 
there have been more and 
more marriages between 
Palestinians and Israeli 
Arabs,” he said. 

“Last year I registered 
□early 200 marriages at 
my court. This year we 
are getting more than 20 a 
month. Sometimes they 
are real marriages, but 
there are also marriages 
of convenience. 

“A Palestinian I know 
from Tulkarem last week 
asked me on the tele- 
phone to find him a divor- 
cee or widow. He wants to 
pay her to marry him,” 
said Mr. Massarweh. 

Since 1993 Israel has 
only allowed in Palesti- 
nians from the West Bank 
who have special permits. 
Their number varies 
periodically. It currently 
stands at 24,500. Before 
the closure more than 
100,000 Palestinians were 
employed in Israel. 

“Men in Hebron get 
divorced as a sheer for- 
mality to many an Israel] __ 
Arab woman, find work ? 
in Israel and subsequently ... 
obtain an Israeli identity 
card," said Sheikh Tayssir 
Rajab Tamimi, a Muslim 
court offidal. 

“I have seen divorced 


Fundamentalist mayors flex muscles m Turkey 


ISTANBUL (AP) — Rom 
city hall to the slaughter- 
house, Turkey’s main Muslim 
fundamentalist party is put- 
ting an Islamic stamp on this 
dty of 12 million people. 

No alcohol is served at 
historic city -owned coffee- 
houses. Firefighters may 
have full beards. Women 
derk5 at dty hall wear beads- 
carves. Municipal cafeterias 
dose during Ramadan. The 
dty slaughterhouse butchers 
animals in accordance with 
Islamic law. 

Things are similar in Ank- 
ara. The capital’s new mayor, 
Melih Gokeck, removed 
nude statues front paries. “I 
spit on art of this sort,” be 
said. 

A year after winning big in 
local elections, Turkey’s fast- 
rising Refeh (welfare) Party 
is flexing its muscles. 

Already with 38 seats on 
the 450-member parliament. 
Welfare doubled its vote to 
19 per cent and captured 26 
mayoralties in elections a 
year ago march. 

Now the party is hoping to 
build support for national 
elections, which- will take 
place sometime in 1996. 


Under Turkey’s election 
laws, it could become the 
largest single party in parlia- 
ment, with just another five 
per cent of the seats. 

“If the government really 
wants democracy, it has to 
get used to the idea of foe 
Welfare party,” said a gov- 
ernment offidal, Mehmet 
Metiner. “Otherwise there 
will be friction — or a 
tendency to turn into another 
Algeria.” 

Fundamentalists here do 
not have the public support 
or violent bent of their 
brethren in Algeria, where a 
vicious war between extrem- 
ists and the army has claimed 
more than 30,000 lives in 
three years. 

Turkey also has a tradition 
of democracy and secular 
government established by 
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk in 
1923. He suppressed religious 
garb and schools and changed 
the alphabet from the 
Koran's language, "Arabic, to 
Latin. Turkey followed his 
Western path into the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation 
(NATO) and association with 
the European Union. 

Secularism remains power- 


ful. Not even Mr. Metiner 
can remove Ataturk's por- 
trait from his office. It is 
required by law in public 
buildings, and appears just 
about everywhere else. 

But Prime Minister Tansu 
Ciller's centre-right coalition 
is burdened by economic 
woes and criticism from foe 
West for Turkey’s occupation 
of northern Iraq in the latest 
offensive of its 11-year war 
against Kurdish rebels. 

Growing poverty and dis- 
enchantment with established 
parties tainted by corruption 
scandals are driving more and 
more voters into Welfare’s 
arms. 

Mosques are ever more 
full, women draped com- 
pletely in black except for a 
triangle of face are seen 
throughout foe city, not just 
in traditional quarters. Read- 
ership of Islamic newspapers 
is growing and imams reading 
the Koran appear on televi- 
sion — although so do belly- 
dancers. 

Welfare favours leaving 
NATO, abandoning a much- 
vaunted agreement with foe 
European Union to lower 
trade barriers, an Islamic 


common market and greater 
use of Islamic law. 1 

Those like Mr. Metiner say 
they just want Turkey [to 
allow people to practice their 
religion freely. But foe cracks 
in Turkey’s secular edifice 
alarm Turkey’s upper-middle 
class and intelligentsia. 

Nowadays secularists 
assert themselves by wearing 
Ataturk pins or displaying 
bumper stickers quoting his 
sayings. j 

They took heart when the 
Culture Ministry quashed. 
Istanbul's Mayor Tayyip l^e- 
cep Erdo lean's plans to bipid 
a mosque in central Taksim 
Square, where Ataturk's sta- 
tue stands proudly. j 

But an ominous note 
sounded in March. Members' 
of foe strongly pro-secular 
Alawite Muslim sect rioted in 
Istanbul in response ito 
attacks on coffeeshops ,in 
their neighbourhoods. Police 
fired oh foe rioters, killing at 
least 17. 

Radical Islamic grouips 
claimed responsibility for the 
attacks, though police have 
not identified the culprits. 
Alawite anger was directed at 
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fundamentalists and foe Sun- 
ni Muslim majority. 

“If people look after them- 
selves in communal terms... 
that of course is foe formula 
for Bosnia,” said political sci- 
entist Soli Ozel. 

The Alawites, about a 
third of Turkey’s 60 million 
people, long have felt slight- 
ed by the majority Sunni. 
They do not follow strict Sun- 
ni rules like segregating foe 
sexes or eschewing alcohol. 

Mr. Erdokan angered foe 
Alawites recently by trying to 
close one of their main 
houses of worship. Alawites 
, kept a vigil until be backed 
off. 

Now there is a feeling it is 
time to fight back, said Reha 
Camuroglu, an Alawite 
spokesman at the sect's main 
centre in Istanbul. 

“There is an Alawite prob- 
lem in Turkey," Mr. Camur- 
oglu said. “After these 
dashes, they have heard us.” 

As he spoke, a Sunni mos- 
que minaret a few metres 
from foe complex blared out 
foe call to prayer from louds- 
peakers pointed at its cour- 
tyard. 
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men leave my place chat- 
ting happily and laughing. 

Now I refuse to maw v 
such arrangements,” he - 
said. 

He had dealt with more 
than 20 divorce cases in 

the past month, compared 

with about four in March 
1994. 

Abdel Azim Al Sheikh, 
a teacher in Hebron aged 
28, is a bachelor who also 
wants to marry an Israeli 
Arab woman. 

“It not only opens up 
work opportunities and 
eases movement but it 
also gives us foe right to 
medical insurance and 
pension schemes,” he 
said. 

According to Pini JnjT 
Badash, a deputy repre-il'PnL ** 

. senting the rightwing 
Tzomet Party, such mar- 1 

riages "harm state secur- \ f i r| i * 
ity by turning Israeli' uIUv 
Arabs against Israel.” ■ * 

He said a Palestinian 
who married an Israeli 
Arab woman “could easi- 
ly have had fundamental- 
ist militants in his family 
who were killed by 
Israelis — that can only 
influence his new family." 

The marriages could 
also alter the demog- 
raphic balance in Israel, 
he warned. 

Israel is home to some 
800.000 Israeli Arabs, oat 
of a total population of 
more than five million. 

Israel has refused to lift 
the closure amid a spate " 
of anti-Israeli attacks by 
militants opposed to the ' 
peace process. 

The army was due to - 
redeploy away from - 
Palestinian towns on the " 

West Bank ahead of elec- 
tions to a new self-rule .* 
council, originally set for 
July 1994, but the move 
was delayed due to 
attacks on Israelis. 

Israelis want — 

■» i , 

world effort *» J”- 

against Iran 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Israeli *‘ * '-i 
officials on Sunday called on * JSSIra ■ ’i 
the United Stales to lead V, 

global campaign to ectmomi-i . . j 

cally strangle- -and' toppleLS^J®^ J 
Iran’s Islamic fundamentahstfc^j^^^'* 
regime before it acquired^" 
nuclear weapons. 

The call came from two 
important officials in Israel’s 
government, foe coordinator . . . . 

of activities in Lebanon and a . . . _ . 

cabinet minister, at a seminar .. ’ ^ ' 

on Iran at Tel Aviv Univera- r 

ty. It reflected growing Israeli' ”■ ■ *■ 

concern about Iran’s nudeai- . 
programme. 

Uri Lubrani, Israel's Leba- 
non coordinator and a forrnei . 
ambassador to Tehran, said r . v 
nuclear-armed Iran would tn 
to seize control of foe Gulf K 
control foe Middle East's o£ ; 
exports. 

Health Minister Ephrain 
Sneh said the chances of top 
pling Iran’s government wen •. 

better than those of prevent 
ing it from obtaining nudea 
weapons. 

No one knew how long i . ‘ - 
would take for Iran to at 
quire nuclear weapons, h 
said, citing assessments i 
could be as dose as toe 
years away and adding tb* - 
further shortcuts were poss 

“When it has nucJeM^S ^ 
weapons foe entire world wi*. ** 
be exposed to blackmaiUjM^ 

Mr. Sneh said. f 

But both speakers agreed 
the fundamentalists, wb »! 
overthrew foe Shah of Iran 
1978, are vulnerable becaus e 
of a constantly deteriorate ^ 
economic situation. ,, .■■ ■■ 
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Apple 700/ gO , 

Banana ** 

Banana (Mukaounar) .......... ® ( \ vi 

Cabbage 1 20 

Cauliflower 220/ 
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Marrow (lane) 100 1 P, 

Marrow (small) 220 / '2 ,, 

Onion (green) 240J 15 -r> r, ; > 
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Isr . .Abequa to go on trial for murder 

i *h- tote »!??« i> By Jamal Balaby of this countiy.... all his Dokur, of Morristown, New 


tins k ■ & Jamal uaiaby 

Associated Press 

! ■'if AMMAN — A 

rr ^ Jordanian-American who 
confessed to strangling his 
ttujf wife in her New Jersey apart- 

the *,* ferment goes on trial here Mon- 

>irf2?*dW; 


rights will be respected.” He 
said the trial will be swift. 




m tew*' 


1%4 ^ f-. Mohammed Ismail Abe- 
Abf* ' qua, 46, will go before a 
a [ JJS three-judge, no-jury criminal 




court on charges of premedi- 
Oted murder and transgres- 


A' .’C V skm of the custody of juve- 
"i. niles, said State Prosecutor 
v „V v Ghazi Azar. 
c ''** If convicted, Mr. Abequa 

, ^ rt-gv^-faces the death penalty. 
•; However, the Kingdom has 
..' commuted most death sent- 
f ences in recent years. 

Justice Minister Hisham 
t 'V-itr.. Tal said Mr. Abequa “will 


Mr. Abequa, a naturalised 
U.S. citizen, told the Associ- 
ated Press in a prison cell 
interview last July that he 
killed his 40-year-old wife, 
Nihal, in her Parsippany 
Troy-Hills, New Jersey home 
in a dispute over the custody of 
their two children Lisa, 6, 
Sami 3. 

He said he fled the United 
States with the children after 
the July 4 killing and took 
refuge 'in his mother’s house 
in Amman. He was arrested 
July 20 and has been in cus- 
tody since then. 

King Hussein intervened in 
the case in August and the 
children were handed over to 
their maternal aunt, Nesime 


Jersey. 

Jordan turned down Amer- 
ican requests for Mr. Abe- 

S ua’s extradition for trial in 
\e United States, citing the 
absence of an extradition 
treaty. 

Such a treaty was signed 
Tuesday, but Jordanian offi- 
cials said they want Mr. Abe- 
qua tried here. 

New Jersey prosecutors 
have provided evidence 
against Mr. Abequa to their 
Jordanian counterparts, who 
travelled to the state and met 
with witnesses. 

It was not immediately 
clear if the prosecution in- 
* tends to summon witnesses 
from the United States, or if 
U.S. law enforcement offi- 
cials will attend the trial. 


fc m 101 ™ 6 H ua biiiiuicii wcic iidiiucu uver lu u.a. law cniOTcemeni 

- get a fair trial under the laws their maternal aunt, Nesime dais will attend the tri 
— — ; 

Sweden pledges active role 
?$in Mideast peace process 


e *V 


~ ~ : 


!; * STOCKHOLM (Petra) — 

^,5- Swedish Prime Minister Ing- 
* - mar Carlson stressed his 

;■ ri l^ ’ 1 ‘ country’s political and econo- 
support and commitment 
“-T/^to peace m the Middle East. 

V. hi a statement issued by 
. :r ■. the Swedish embassy in Am- 

.i 


•it 


man, Mr. Carlson said the 


:,.r ~ Swedish government has in- 
creased its assistance and 
assigned a specialised coordi- 
‘“i mating team for Middle East 
....jr whose task was to 


upgrade the level of Swedish 
: . contributions towards peace 

at the economic and political 
^ levels. 

The prime minister said 
‘ that the peace process is in its 
is: difficult stages at present but 

■ a there is a real desire for all 
•t?'.: B:- concerned parties to achieve 
••• \ . peace. 

i He said that the Palestinian 

- • ‘people should be given their 
*-• ; ; rights, and Israel’s right to 
;i ■ security should be recognised 

^ to achieve a just, durable and 

[ srae |- permanent peace in the Mid- 


dle East. 

Mr. Carlson said religious 
and ethnic barriers should be 
overcome among all sects. 

Some may think that reli- 
gious extremism is the main 
stream in Islam, he said, but 
this is due to ignorance in 
knowing the real Islam. 

He said European leaders 
were the ones who should 
shoulder a large share of re- 
sponsibility in confronting 
this danger. Sweden, he said, 
will hold special conferences 
on this subject aimed at 
understanding the real Islam 
in Europe. 

Agence France Presse 
added Sunday from Cairo 
.that Swedish Foreign Minis- 
ter Lena Hjelm-Wallen said 
that her country will take an 
active role in promoting the 
peace process between Israel 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

“After our return to power 
we received calls from both 
the Israelis and the Palesti- 


nians to restart our activities” 
in advancing negotiations, 
the socialist party minister 
told the London-based Saudi 
daily Ash-Staarq Al-Awsat. 

Sweden “wants to play a 
/ole” especially because 
“Norway has made the same 
request to us,” she said. 

Oslo hosted secret talks 
between the PLO and the 
Jewish state which led to the 
Declaration of Principles on 
autonomy signed in Washing- 
ton in September 1993. 

Ms. Hjeim-Wallen said she 
had formed an action com- 
mittee for the Middle East 
and had appointed her prede- 
cessor Sten Adersson to rep- 
resent Stockholm in contacts 
to be made with the two 
sides, to “facilitate the res- 
tablishment of peace.” 

She underlined the need to 
“improve the economic and 
social situation of the Palesti- 
nians” to avoid complications 
in tiie peace process. 


world i 
agains. 




Minister of Culture Samir Habashneh 
Sunday opens a National Book Week at 
.;fl« Royal Cultural Centre. Seated to the 
left is Jordan Library Association Presi- 


dent Yousef Qandfl and to the right, 
former president Anwar Akronsh (Petra 
photo) 


-Minister opens National Book Week 


dressing need to develop national library 


\MMAN (Petra) — De- 
putising for Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Minister of Culture Samir 
labashneh Sunday opened 
.National Book Week, orga- 
nised by the Jordan Library 
Association (JLA). 

; In his address to the cere- 
pony, Mr. Habashneh called 
h the JLA to come up with 
>edfic and feasible recom- 
mendations at the end of the 
; eek. 

He said that there is a 
. nous study to develop the 


national library and to open 
new branches in the various 


governorates. 

Mr. Habashneh invited the 
JLA for a meeting with 
ministry officials to discuss 
library-related issues. 

JLA President Yousef 
Qandil outlined the associa- 
tion's role in supporting lib- 
raries, and noted the absence 
of outside support, the shor- 
tage of library services and 
training. 

Anwar Akroush, one of 
Jordan’s pioneering libra- 


rians, and former president 
of tiie JLA, stressed the im- 
portant role played by veter- 
an librarians in establishing, 
and developing library work. 
He called for utilising new 
library and information tech- 
nology. 

At the end of the opening 
ceremony,- Mr. Habashneh 
banded certificates of appre- 
ciation to veteran librarians 
and opened a book exhibi- 
tion, including more than 
2,000 books covering various 
topics. 


Visiting UNDP official 
tours geographic centre 
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4 UNIDO to help Jordan’s industrial sector’ 


By a Jordan Hoes Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The United 
Nations Industrial De- 
velopment Organisation 
(UNIDO) will help Jordan 
develop its industrial sector 
by conducting in-depth stu- 
dies and training program- 
mes and also convene an 
international seminar on 
investment opportunities in 
the Kingdom, officials said 
Sunday. 

UNIDO Director- 
General Mauricio de Maria 
Y Campos also promised to 
help Jordan’s efforts to 
protect its environment by 
conducting studies and 
identifying potential 
sources of environmental 
pollution as well as by orga- 
nising programmes for per- 
sonnel to deal with the 
problem, the officials said. 

Mr. Maria Y Campos is 
on a visit to Jordan accom- 
panied by Wafa Kamel, 
director of UNIDO prog- 
rammes in Arab countries. 

One of the key themes of 
the visit is to explore possi- 
bilities of UNIDO coopera- 
tion with non- 
governmental organisa- 
tions (NGOs) and private 
sector institutions, the offi- 
cials said. 

His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan met 
with Mr. Maria Y Campos 
on Saturday. Other offi- 
cials who held talks with 
the UNIDO official in- 
cluded Minister of En- 
vironment Nader 
Thubeirat,- Ministry of Plan- 


ning Secretary-General Na- 
bii Amman, Ministry of 
Industry and Trade 
Secretary-General Moham- 
mad Smadi, Royal Scientific 
Society President Hani 
Mulki and Amman Cham- 
ber of Industry Chairman 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan. 

The Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, said Dr. Smadi 
called on Mr. Maria Y 
Campos for help in de- 
veloping small and 
medium-size industries in 
Jordan and in setting up a 
data bank for industrial sta- 
tistics in the Kingdom. 

Dr. Smadi also urged the 
opening of a UNIDO office 
in Amman, noting that the 
presence of such an office 
would advance Jordan's 
efforts to attract foreign 
investments. 

Petra said Mr. Maria Y 
Campos promised to con- 
sider the proposals and 
calls. 

It also quoted the UN- 
IDO official as saying he 
considered favourable a 
call to convene a meeting in 
Amman to hig hli ght the 
investment climate in Jor- 
dan and the opportunities 
available in the Kingdom 
for foreign capital. 

Ali Dajani, an advisor at 
the Chamber of Industry, 
who attended Mr. Maria Y 
Campos' meeting with the 
chamber president, Mr. 
Abu Hassan, noted that the 
meeting could bring in rep- 
resentatives of multination- 
al companies operating in 
Jordan and those which 


have licensing agreements 
with Jordanian companies. 

“The opinion of those 
multinationals count veiy 
much in the international 
scene,” said Mr. Dajani. 

In his talks with Mr. 
Maria Y Campos, Mr. Abu 
Hassan noted that UNIDO 
had conducted a study on 
the quality of bread in Jor- 
dan and another on pro- 
duction of containers for 
pharmaceuticals in view of 
the considerable increase in 
output of the phar- 
maceuticals in Jordan. 

Both studies are with the 
concerned sectors, and the 
Amman Chamber of Indus- 
try is awaiting their re- 


sponse, Mr. Dajani said. 

The Amman Chamber of 
Industry also sought UN- 
IDO help in conducting a 
survey on selected sectors 
of tiie economy with a view 
to identifying the “level of 
skills” the sectors require 
so that “training program- 
mes for personnel could be 
adjusted accordingly,” said 
Mr. Dajani. 


Mr. Maria Y. Campos 
promised t > study the re- 
quests, said Mr. Dajani. 

Environmental protec- 
tion was the central theme 
for the UNIDO official's 
meeting with Minister of 
Environment Thuheirat on 
Sunday, Petra reported. 


The chamber also re- 
quested the Vienna-based 
organisations to help con- 
duct workshops on means 
to improve small and 
medium-size industries and 
how to raise industrial pro- 
ductivity. 


It quoted Mr. Maria Y 
Campos as saying that UN- 
IDO was ready to conduct 
a study on the industrial 
sector in Jordan to pinpoint 
the sectors that have an 
impact on the environment 
as the first step towards 
providing funds for pro- 
jects stemming from the 
study. 


Visiting UNIDO chief tours NHF 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Director 
General of the United Na- 
tions Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO) 
Mauricio de Maria Y Campos 
Sunday visited Noor A1 Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF) and 


was received by In'ara Mufti, 
adviser to Her Majesty 


adviser to Her Majesty 
Queen Noor for Planning, 
Development and NHF In- 
ternational Relations, Abdul- 
lah Hindawi, NHF director 
general and NHF senior staff, 
an NHF statement said. 

Mrs. Mufti and Mr. Cam- 
pos discussed possible means 
of cooperation, said the state- 
ment. 

Mrs. Mufti briefed him on 
the NHF development phi- 
losophy which focuses on 
long-term integrated de- 


velopment projects which 
help families and communi- 
ties reach self-reliance 
through democratic gras- 
sroots participation. 

She also stressed that the 
NHF is currently concentrat- 
ing on collective income- 

sure fixetf income for benefi- 
ciaries throughout Jordan. 

Mr. Campos mentioned 
that UNIDO intends to pro- 
vide the NHF with technical 
assistance for small and 
medium scale projects and 
for improving the quality and 
specifications of products. 

UNIDO last month dele- 
gated an expert to work for 
three weeks at the NHF’s 
Women-in-Development- 
Project in order to improve 


packaging methods and to 
find marketing outlets for its , 
products. 


After watching a film on 
the NHF, Mr. Campos 
toured NHFs Jordan Design 
and Trade Centre (Liwan) 
which includes special selec- 
tions of woolen rugs, embroi- 
dered home furnishings, 
ceramics, glassware, basket- 
ry, fashionable clothing, 
wrought iron furniture, per- 
sonal accessories and Islamic 
calligraphy items — all de- 
signed and produced by more 
than 3,000 Jordanian crafts 
men and women. 


Mr. Campos was accompa- 
ied by Warn Kamel, director 


nied by Wafa Kamel, director 
of the Arabic Programme at 
UNIDO. 


Dailies await government decision 


on customs duties on newsprint 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 
AMMAN — Daily newspap- 
ers have increased advertis- 
ing charges by 33 per cent 
and are now awaiting a gov- 
ernment decision on customs 
duties on newsprint before 
they hike the prices of dailies, 
publishers said Sunday. 

There will not be any in- 
crease in the prices of dailies 
from the present 150 fils if the 
government agreed to ex- 
empMietpsprjnt from import 
Deepen, ;fees as well customs 
dutiesMi •■■■«• 

“We are waiting for the 
Prime Minister to return 
home and take a decision,” 
said Mohammad Amad, 
director-general of the Jor- 
dan Press Foundation Com- 
pany, which publishes the 
mass-circulation A1 Ra’i 


Arabic- language daily and 
the Jordan Tunes. 

“We cannot survive unless 
the government gives ns full 
exemption from customs 
duties and import licence fees 
on newsprint," said Mr. 
Amad. 


Newspaper establishments, 
which have been doing good 
business in the past years, 
stand to lose heavily if no 
exemption from customs 
-duties^ dim port licence fee 
. w^s.granted^. given, that- the 
cost of newsprint “has 1 ' in- 
creased by-more than 120 per 
cent since May 1994. 

A tonne of newsprint cost 
about $450 in May 1994. To- 
day, quotes received from 
suppliers are between $1,070 
and $1,150, and all indica- 
tions are that the prices 
would remain high for at least 


another two years. 

Industry sources note that 
there is an acute shortage of 
newsprint all over the world 
and attribute it to the drama- 
tic rise in the number of 
newspapers since 1990. 

The issue of publishers los- 
ses as a result of the increase 
in newsprint was raised early 
this year in Jordan, with pub- 
lishers saying that they 
wanted to increase advertis- 
ing-charges and-hike The* cost 
..of new sp a p ers frem-TSO fils to 
200 fils. 

The government" 'inter- 
vened and offered a 50 per 
cent exemption for newsprint 
from customs duties, but said 
a seven per cent sales tax was 
applicable. The decision on 
sales was later withdrawn. 

Mr. Amad and other pub- 
lishers noted that the 50 per 


cent exemption from customs 
duties was not enough to 
make for tiie additional costs 
incurred for the newsprint. 

Therefore, they are insist- 
ing on full exemption from 
the customs duties as well as 
import licence fees. 

“I now have a tender for 
3,000 tonnes of newsprint, 
but I am unable to take a 
decision without getting a 
clear answer from the gov- 
ernment,” said Mr. Amad. 

Prime Minister Sharif Zeid - 
Ben Shaker is expected to 
return home this week after 
accompanying His Majesty 
King Hussein to official talks 
in Paris and Washington; 
publishers expect a decision 
to come after Sharif Zeid’s 
return. 

Finance Minister Basel Jar- 
daneh also was in Washing- 


ton to attend the King’s talks. 

Newspaper publishers said 
tiie increase in advertising 
charges took effect from 
April 1. But the hike was not 
applicable to government 
advertisements since the 50 
per cent exemption from cus- 
toms duties was linked to a 
precondition that tiie pub- 
lishers would not raise the 
cost of advertisements com- 
ing from the government. 

The government also said 
the publishers should not 
raise the.cost of newspapers. 

Mr. Amad said advertisers 
appeared to have taken the 
increase in costs without any 
problems. “They seem to 
appreciate the validity of our 
case and there have been no 
protests from our clients over 
the increase in advertising,” 
he said. 


Opposition calls on 
government to free 
‘scores of prisoners’ 


* aarwo 


» rum entitled “Tuns Les 
Matins Du Monde” at 
the French Cultural 
. v Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


^fflDABAIMUUFBTMU. 


•irwo plays entitled “The 
til J A* |jfheatre of Sivastople” 
" rnd “The Eyes of Maria 

• nd Sindbad” respective- 

rw, us** 5 . ' at 7:00 p.m. and 8:30 


AMMAN (Petra) — Director 
General of the Royal Geog- 
raphic Centre (RGC) Salim 
Khalifah Sunday met with 
Vice-President of the United 
Nations Development Prog- 
ramme (UNDP) Rafi’eddin 
Ahmad and UNDP resident 
representative in Amman 
Othman Hashem and re- 
viewed with them coopera- 
tion between RGC and 
UNDP. 

Mr. khalifah briefed the 
two UNDP officials on prog- 


rammes carried out by the 
centre and a programme 
which was carried out by 
RGC in cooperation with the 
U.N. agency. 


He said the equipment 
which was provided for the 


centre through the program- 
me constituted the nucleus 
for its geographic informa- 
tion system unit. 

This unit, he said, was de- 
veloped by RGC and was' 
used to train Jordanian and 
Arab personnel. 


AMMAN (R) — Opposition 
parties on Sunday called on 
the government to free what 
they said were scores of pris- 
oners, including members of 
the influential Islamic Action 
Front Party arrested recently. 

The coalition of 11 parties, 
which opposes Jordan’s 
peace treaty with Israel 
signed on Oct. 26, said the 
government used last 
month’s attack on a French 
diplomat as a pretext for the 
arrests. 

It protested against what it 
termed continued curbs on 
public freedoms enacted be- 
fore Jordan signed the treaty, 
including a ban on mosque 
sermons and anti-peace ral- 
lies. 

“We urge all honourable 
forces ... and international 
human rights groups to sup- 
port the cases of Jordanian 
detainees,” they said in a 
statement foxed to Reuters. 

“We condemn the govern- 
ment’s continued stifling of 
liberties and we urge it to 


release all political de- 
tainees.” 

They did not say how many 
men were held. 

The Interior Ministry, 
which denies bolding political 
prisoners, was not im- 
mediately available for com- 
ment. 


But official sources said 
police had arrested at least 17 
people, mainly from the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood movement, 
after two members were ac- 
cused of shooting a French 
diplomat to harm a tourism 
industry that is attracting ris- 
ing numbers of Israelis. 

The two men; from leading 
Jordanian families, will be 
tried soon for attacking Gilles 
Heine, second secretary at 
the French embassy. 

The Brotherhood, which 
has a history of relative 



peaceful coexistence with the 
anvemment since the 1V5US, 


HAILING THE U.N.: Deputising for 
Acting Prime Minister and Education 
Minister Abdul Raouf Rawabdeh, Secret- 
ary General of the Ministry of Education 
Munther Masri Sunday opens at A1 
Nuzfaa Vocational School for Girls an art 
exhibition marking the 50th anniversary 


of the United Nations. The five-day ex- 
hibition, which displays art works by 
school students from all over the King- 
dom, aims to shed light on the activities of 
the U.N. It includes 200 artworks depict- 
ing the humanitarian works of U.N. 
agencies (Petra photo) 


oovemment since me 

vehemently denied any con- 
nection with the attack on the 
diplomat. 


an. at the Royal Catta- 


il Centre. 


Ill The British Council 


Exhibition of copper 
sculptures by Iraqi 
artist Mohammad Hus- 
sein Jodi at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Cuttnre and 
Art. 


xhibition of graphic 
orfcs by Rafiq Lahham 
: Darat Al Fun on. Abo 
splaying works by con* 
mporary Arab artists. 

dilution of art by Leo 
alp at Institute Cer- 
mtes (the Spanish 
literal Centre). 


English Language Seminars 
for 

Secondary School Teachers 

presents 

DrNuhaHomad 
Attitudes and Irony in Literature 
Dr Horaad teaches literature at the Jordan 
University for Women. 


Monday , April 3 at 5:00pm 


Resettled in England as diamy na 2 tel31 



YOUR LOCAL 

INTERNET 

CONNECTION 


Frequence Plus 


5 good reasons to be a 
member: 


/ ( 6198 / 0 )fox( 6198/1 ) Amman • -Jordan if 


E - Mail : nets @ atjordan . automail . com 


1. Membership is free for all individuals over the age of 12. 

2. From the moment you join, you earn Miles for your 
flight (a minimum of 1000 Miles). 

3. The first flight entitles you a Welcome Bonus of 3000 
Miles. 

4. Free tickets are offered to the person of your choice, 
and half as many Miles are needed for the 2nd free 
ticket 

5. Free "Round the World" tickets on Air France, free 
upgrades and excess baggage allowance. 
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4 World News 

Balladur accuses Chirac of 

being into!erant,irresponsibie 


PARIS (R) — French Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur, 
Slowly closing the gap on 
presidential frontrunner Jac- 
gues Chirac, has virulently 
accused his fellow conserva- 
tive foe of being absolutist, 
intolerant and irresponsible. 

Mr. Balladur, the favourite 
until a surge of support for 
Mr. Chirac two months ago, 
turned up the heat on the 
Paris mayor as an opinion 
poll published Sunday 
showed the distance between 
the two narrowing ahead of 
the April 23-May 7 election. 

Mr. Balladur, campaigning 
in Normandy, denounced 
what he called “the absolut- 
ism and the intolerance of the 
Chirac camp.” 

Turning on Mr. Chirac, a 
fellow member of the Gaul- 
list Rally For the Republic, 
he told a Saturday rally of 
some 3,000 /supporters in the 
city of Caen: "If the French 
elect someone to the pres- 
idency, it is with the wish that 
be be responsible. 

"And if he doesn't want to 
be responsible, then it would 
be better if he did not seek 
the votes of the French," he 
added. 

Mr. Balladur, whose gov- 
ernment has been rocked by 
a Franco- American spy row 
and public sector strikes, has 
adopted a more aggressive 
stance in an effort to catch up 
in the campaign's final 
weeks. 

He said the president 
should also be "a man who 
listens, a man of dialogue 
who is willing to question his 
actions” — in line with his 
replies to critics who accuse 
him of inaction and giving in 
to protesters including stu- 
dents and public sector strik- 
ers. 

A survey published Sunday 
by the weekly Le Journal Du 
Dimanche showed that Mr. 
Chirac's lead has narrowed in 
recent weeks. 

The IFOP poll predicted 


Mr. Chirac would take 24.5 
per cent of the vote in the 
first round, down on 28 per 
cent, a month ago. 

Socialist candidate Lionel 
Jospin remained at 22 per 
cent, while Mr. Balladur 
edged up to 20.5 per cent 
from 19 ’per cent. 

A third of those surveyed 
said they might still change 
their minds. 

Mr. Chirac’s lead over his 
rivals narrowed also in the 
run-off vote on May 7 be- 
tween the two candidates 
who gain the most votes in 
the first round. 

Sunday's poll predicted 
Mr. Chirac would beat Mr. 
Jospin by 57 per cent to 43 
(against 59 per cent to 41 a 
month ago) and Mr. Balladur 
by 58 per cent to 42 (against 
64 per cent to 36). 

The IFOP survey was the 
latest in a series of polls 
which showed Mr. Chirac’s 
lead over Mr. Balladur was 
narrowing. 

Mr. Jospin, seeking to rally 
the left, told le Journal Du 
Dimanche that he might 
appoint Communist ministers 
to his government if he won 
the election. 

Asked if Communists 
would serve if he was elected, 
Mr. Jospin answered: "Why 
not? That will depend on the 
stand they take. It’s a possi- 
bility but it’s not up to me to 
ask one parly or another, 
including the Communist 
Party, to consider this. 

"But the presence of Com- 
munists in the government is 
not an obstacle to me. Be- 
sides, I don’t see whom it 
would bother, given that the 
Soviet Union has dis- 
appeared as a Communist 
state system,” Mr. Jospin 
said. 

Latest opinion polls credit 
the Communist candidate, 
party leader Robert Hue. with 
about eight per cent in the 
first round, making him un- 
likely to qualify for the run- 


off vote. 

Mr. Jospin would need to 
attract leftist or centrist vo- 
ters from outside bis Socialist 
Party to stand a chance of 
becoming president if he 
makes it to the second round. 

Mr. Balladur virulently ac- 
cused his fellow-conservative 
foe’s camp Sunday of black- 
mailing his suporters. 

The premier told France-2 
he was shocked at the atti- 
tude of some of Mr. Chirac's 
lieutenants and doubted that 
Mr. Chirac would act impar- 
tially on public service 
appointments if elected. 

"I hear people say that 
certain parliamentarians will 
go to purgatory and perhaps 
they will be forgiven if they 
don’t back the right candi- 
date. Are there some candi- 
dates you can vote for and 
others yon can’t vote for?” 
Mr. Balladur asked. 

Balladur also branded "in- 
timidation" rumours fanned 
by Chirac backers that a run- 
off contest between himself 
and Mr. Chirac would deeply 
divide the RPR and damage 
the prospects of its deputies 
should the victor call a gener- 
al election. 

"I am standing as a free 
man. I threaten no one, I 
don’t promise anybody any- 
thing and nor do I put any 
pressure on any one,” Mr. 
Balladur said, adding that be 
was now free to answer critics 
after quietly enduring attacks 
for two years because the 
country needed stability. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Balladur 
said Sunday that France and 
Germany must link np to 
forge a stronger military in- 
tervention corps that would 
-"give Europe a place on the 
world stage.” 

Mr. Balladur told France-2 
television he would commit 
himself if elected to preserv- 
ing the special relationship 
forged by outgoing President 
Francois Mitterrand and 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl. 


“I will be a guarantor of 
that relationship because for 
the past two years I have 
done what I could to rein- 
force Franco-German rela- 
tions. I suggested giving them 
a new impetus with closer 
links between parliaments,” 
be said. 

"On Europe, the French 
and the Germans must link 
up to give Europe a security 
tool, which would go further 
than the Franco-German 
(joint military) Corps and 
give Europe a place on the 
world stage in its own right,” 
he added. 

Pointing to differences 
among European partners on 
intervention in Bosnia or 
Rwanda, Mr. Balladnr said if 
Paris and Bonn could reach 
an agreement other partners 
would follow suit. 

Mr. Balladur, whose coun- 
try holds the presidency of 
the European Union, said 
last month the EU must be 
given real military muscle to 
preserve peace and security 
in the post-cold war era. 

While it was vital to main- 
tain trans-Atlantic ties with 
the United States through 
NATO, failure to end the 
war in former Yugoslavia had 
shown the EU needed to do 
more on defence, he told a 
Paris-based conference on 
stability in Europe. 

France and Germany both 
argue that at next year’s EU 
reform conference the Euro- 
pean Council of EU heads of 
state and government should 
be given the power to use 
Western European Union 
forces to implement a com- 
mon foreign and security 
policy. 

Mr. Chirac has also stres- 
sed the importance of the 
Franco-German relationship 
within the EU. He said last 
week he wanted to make 
France a bridge in the onion 
between Germany and more 
sceptical Britain. 


Azerbaijan cracks down on dissent Ramos 


BAKU (R) — Azerbaijan 
President Haydar Aliyev has 
launched a crackdown on dis- 
sent and many political oppo- 
nents have been anested 
since an attempted coup was 
crushed last month, diplo- 
mats and opposition figures 
say. 

They said dozens of politic- 
al activists have been arrested 
since government soldiers 
smashed a rebellion by the 
OPON elite police force on 
March 17 in Baku, capital of 
the former Soviet republic 
bordering Iran and southern 
Russia. 

"There have been 400 poli- 
tical arTests in the last couple 
of weeks. Some of these peo- 
ple have been released but 
others are still in prison," 
said one Western diplomat, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity. 

The number of arrests could 
not be verified officially. 
Vafa Gulizade, an adviser to 
Mr. Aliyev, did not deny 
some arrests had been made 
but played down their signifi- 
cance. 

“Imagine that a coup hap- 
pens in the United States. A 
lot of people would be 
arrested. Maybe some of 
them are criminals, maybe 
some of them are innocent. I 


think the situation will be 
clear very soon,” Gulizade 
said. 

The OPON (Special De- 
signation Police Unit) rebel- 
led last month, defying an 
order to be disbanded for 
allegedly plotting to over- 
throw Mr. Aliyev. 

Mr. Aliyev, 71, sent in 
troops and put down the 
mutiny in an eight-hour gun- 
battle at the OPON’s base 
just outside Baku. 

The leader of the rebellion, 
Rovshan Javadov, was killed 
in the fighting. The Health 
Ministry said at the time that 
at least 35 other people bad 
died, although many witnes- 
ses fear the toll was higher. 

Azeri officials have linked 
the People's Front, the main 
Azeri opposition group, and 
several other organisations 
with the rebellion and said 
culprits would be sought out. 

Mr. Aliyev said those who 
took pan in the rebellion 
would be punished, but 
vowed there would be no 
widespread repressison. 

Asim Mollzade, a deputy 
chairman of the Popular 
Front opposition movement, 
said 83 of the group's mem- 
bers had been imprisoned in 
the last two weeks. 

"Many of them haven’t 


been formally accused of any 
crime at all," he said, adding 
that otheis had been charged 
with treason. 

Opposition newspapers 
have also been facing cen- 
sorship and Mr. Mollzade 
feared a wide-sclae ■ crack- 
down on all opposition was 
under way, using the coup 
attempt as a pretext for 
arrests. 

Mr. Aliyev kept Azerbai- 
jan under a tight grip in 
Soviet times and rose to the 
Soviet Union's ruling polit- 
buro, from which he was 
eventually removed in 1987 
after falling out of step with 
the policies of Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Mr. Aliyev rebuilt his poli- 
tical base in the republic and 
returned to power in 1992 
after an army mutiny ousted 
elected President Albufaz 
Elchibey. 

Since then, critics say he 
has concentrated power m his 
own hands and that the offi- 
cial media frequently showers 
praise on him 

Government officials have 
hinted that long-promised 
parliamentary elections 
might be held later this year, 
but some observers expressed 
fears that they would not be 
fair. 


Cambodia sends tanks against rebels 


NIMIT, Cambodia (R) — 
Cambodian tanks, including 
recently purchased. Russian" 
designed T-55s, are proving a 
big mo rale- booster for gov- 
ernment troops battling 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas 
around a key rebel base in 
the northwest Phnom Malai 
Hills, officers said. 

However analysts and sol- 
diers have cautioned that ear- 
ly rains could critically effect 
the use of armour in current 
fighting near the Thai- 
Cambodian border at Poipet. 

"The new tanks are very 
effective — their gun range is 
about seven kilometres with 
the 100mm," said 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sin Son, 
a senior officer attached to 
Division 12. 

Colonel Son, who was 
wounded by a Khmer Rouge 
booby trap in fighting around 
the approaches to Phnom 
Malai, spoke to Reuters, late 
last week from a bed at his 
command post at Nimit, 12 
kilometres east of the border 
town of Poipet. 

The officer warned that * 
early rains could hamper the 
mobility of the 35 tonne 
tanks. 

"When it rains — it makes 
the soil soft. Sometimes they 
(tanks) get stuck." he said. 

Col. Son said 10 tanks were 
being used in the current 
drive against Khmer Rouge 


rebels near Klar Ngap, an 
insurgent stronghold lying 
south of Poipet and about 13 
kilometres from Phnom 
Malai. 

Government infantry sol- 
diers told Reuters that with- 
out the support of tanks it 
would be very difficult to 
advance against the Khmer 
Rouge defenders at Klar 
Ngap. 

"The Khmer Rouge ran at 
us — they are very fierce. 
But. we had six tanks. 

“They (Khmer Rouge) re- 
treated when rhey saw the 
tanks. They’re scared but be- 
fore they retreated they fired 
two rounds at the tanks from 
a DK-82 (recoilless rifle),” 
said Vang Sarom. 25, who 
was wounded in fighting near 
Klar Ngap. 

“We couldn't push them 
(Khmer Rouge) out without 
tanks.” he said. 

The Cambodian army tra- 
ditionally uses tanks as 
mobile artillery but with land 
mines and booby-traps caus- 
ing the bulk of the casualties 

the soldiers. 

With only 10 tanks and an 
estimated i,000 soldiers in- 
volved in the operation near 
Phnom Malai. it is unlikely 
that the government intends 
to make a full scale attempt 
to seize the rebel's moun- 


tainous stronghold which 
they have held since 19S9. 

It required an estimated 
18.000 battle-hardened Viet- 
namese soldiers backed by 
massed tanks and artillery to 
capture Phnom Malai from 
the Khmer Rouge in Febru- 
ary, 1985. 

Ironically, the Khmer 
Rouge are currently making 
good use of the network of 
bunkers and tunnels dug by 
the former Vietnamese occu- 
pies of Malai before their 
withdrawal from Cambodia 
in 1989. 

Analysts said the current 
operation is more likely 
aimed at providing increased 
security along National 
Route 5 to Poipet, a thriving 
centre of commerce for 
border-based Thai and 
Cambodian traders. 

The Khmer Rouge Sunday 
blasted the visit to Thailand 
of Cambodian Co-Premier 
Hun Sen, saying he was a 
“tool" for Vietnam which 
wanted to stir up unrest in 
Cambodia and the rest of 
South East Asia. 

Mr. Hun Sen and his allies 
are “the tools of the Viet- 
namese.” and the Phnom 
Penh government is a “pup- 
pet... fanning the flames of 
Vietnam's aggressive war in 
Cambodia and threatening 
rhe other nations of South 
East Asia." the radio said. 


receives 
Spanish 
king, queen 

MANILA (AP) — Spain’s 
King Juan Carlos and Queen 
Sofia received the traditional 
21-gun salute Sunday at the 
Philippine presidential 
palace, which once served as 
the official residence of Span- 
ish govern ore-general. 

The royal couple arrived 
Saturday on a four-day visit, 
the first by a reigning Spanish 
monarch to the Philippines. 

President Fidel Ramos re- 
ceived the king and queen at 
Malacanang Palace, which 
was home to Spanish 
govemors-general and subse- 
quently of American gov- 
ernors. The United States 
seized the Philippine islands, 
in 1898, ending 350 years on 
Spanish rule. 

Later the royal couple lun- 
ched with Mr. Ramos and 
first lady Amelita at the Cafe 
Ilustrado in Intramuros. 
Manila’s so-called "walled 
city” which served as fortress 
for Spanish rulers during col- 
onial times. 

In the afternoon. King 
Carlos received the Golden 
Cross Award from the Ponti- 
fical and Royal University of 
Santo Tomas. Asia's oldest 
university built by the Spa- 
niards. 

The 57-year-old monarch is 
the direct descendant of King 
Carlos III. who conferred in 
1785 the title “royal" to the 
university. 
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Romanian Orthodox priests offer prayers field north of Bucharest three minutes after 
amid foe wreckage of a Brussels-bound Tarom taking (MET, last Friday (AFP photo) 

Airbus which bad exploded and crashed in a 

Experts search Romania Airbus crash 


BUCHAREST (R) — Fore- 
nsic experts were picking 
through the wreckage of a 
Romanian Airbus Sunday in 
a bid to determine whether 
an explosion or mechanical 
failure caused it to crash with 
the loss of all 60 aboard. 

The Romanian national 
airline Tarom has ruled out 
pilot error but said it was 
considering every other pos- 
sibility for Friday's crash in 
heavy snow just after takeoff 
for Brussels from Otopeni 
Airport. 

“For the time being, we 
can say nothing about the 
cause of the accident," 
Tarom General Manager 
Nicolae Brutaru said. “There 
are hundreds of questions 
one has to answer. 

The airline hopes that at 
least some of the answers will 
be found when the "black 
box" flight recorders, found 
Saturday, have been de- 
coded, and is insisting this is 
done in Bucharest. 

Brutaru said the aircraft 
fell from 4,700 feet (1.400 
metres), a height at which 
pilots should have been able 
to cope with a fire or a failure 
of one of the Airbus's two 
engines. 


“It must have been some- 
thing which the pilots could 
not control," be said. 

One eyewitness has said he 
saw an explosion before the 
crash. 

The same flight to Brussels 
was the subject of a bomb 
threat on March 15, although 
no device was found. Howev- 
er Belgium’s ambassador to 
Brussels said Saturday he was 
sure Friday’s crash was an 
accident and not the result of 
some "malicious act.” 

Another of Tarom ’s three 
Airbus went into a steep dive 
over Paris last September, 
only to be pulled out at the 
last moment. French air acci- 
dent investigators cleared the 
Airbus of blame. 

At the crash site troops 
loaded the parts of the char- 
red wreck onto trucks. Most 
of the wreckage is concen- 
trated on a football-pitched 
sized area but one air investi- 
gator said parts were found 
about a kilometre away. 

Tiberiu Biaj knelt on a 
path leading to the scorched 
field to pray for his sister 
Doina Borde. 

"I’ve come to see the place 
where my sister died. She 
came to Romania from 


France for our mother's 
funeral. Doina was dressed in 
mourning clothes when she 
died. It's a tragedy,” he said. 

Foreigners in Bucharest 
gathered at the English 
Church for a memorial ser- 
vice to the victims of the 
crash early Sunday. The con- 
gregation in the small red- 
brick church marked a mi- 
nute's silence after the vicar 
read the names of those kil- 
led. 

Forty-nine passengers died 
in the crash — 32 Belgians, 
nine Romanians, three 
Americans, two Spaniards 
and one person each from 
France, the Netherlands and 
Thailand. 

The Airbus had flown from 
Bangkok Thursday night. 
Tarom said Saturday its two 
remaining A3 10s would be 
allowed to fly again having 
been grounded for checks af- 
ter the crash. 

Airbus Industrie has said 
Friday's crash was the third 
involving an A310 Airbus, a 
model which entered service 
in 1983. One crashed in Kath- 
mandu, Nepal in 1992 in bad 
weather and a second in 
March 1994, while flying 
from Moscow to Hong Kong. 




Women's rights activists march to draw the Clinton who arrived in the Bangladeshi capital 
attention of U.S. first lady HUlay Rodham for a three-day visit (AFP photo) 

Mrs. Clinton arrives in Bangladesh 


DHAKA (AFP) — U.S. first 
lady Hillary Clinton arrived 
in Dhaka Sunday on a three- 
day visit to Bangladesh, air- 
port officials said. 

Bangladesh Foreign Minis- 
ter Mustafizur Rahman and 
bis wife greeted Mrs. Clinton 
and her daughter Chelsea at 
Dhaka's Zia International 
Airport on arrival from Kath- 
mandu an hour behind sche- 
dule. 

Mrs. Clinton, the first U.S. 
first lady to visit Bangladesh, 
is on a five-nation South 
Asian tour. She has visited 
Pakistan, India and Nepal 
and from Dhaka she will fly 
on to Sri Lanka. 

"Mrs. Clinton is very ex- 
cited about her trip to Bang- 
ladesh." UNB news agency 
quoted her spokesman as 
saying on arrival at airport. 

The U.S. first lady is due to 


meet President Abdur Rah- 
man Biswas at Bangabbaban 
presidential palace before 
attending a reception . for 
leading Bangladeshi women 
and personalities at the U.S. 
embassy. 

Prime Minister Khaleda 
Zia and her political rival. 
Sheikh Hasina Wajed of the 
main opposition Awami 
League, are among some 300 
guests expected at the recep- 
tion, newspapers here re- 
ported. 

Mrs. Clinton is to travel to 
western Jessore district Mon- 
day to see village women at 
work and children in school. 

Unlike her arrival in Nepal 
there were no demonstrators 
there to meet her. 

However Bangladeshi 
women's rights group to get a 
message to her asking her to 
stop the marketing of an 


American birth control 
method called “Norplant," 
alleging it violated biomedic- 
al ethics and human rights. 

A citizens’ group which 
plans a “flower procession” 
here Monday to welcome the 
' U.S. first lady, called for 
her intervention to stop the 
passage of the Harkin's BUI, 
which is to ban American 
companies from importing 
goods made by children 
under 14 years old. 

The bill has caused prob- 
lems for Bangladeshi gar- 
ments factories, whose own- 
ers reportedly sacked most of 
the 60,000 child labourers to 
avert U.S. import sanctions. 
Bangladesh earns $2 billion 
annually from the export of 
readymade garments, half 
the exports being to the Un- 
ited States. 


CIA charges fuel unstability in Guatemalan army 


GUATEMALA CITY (R) 
— The naming of army offic- 
ers allegedly involved in hu- 
man rights abuses while on 
the CXA payroll has delivered 
a double blow to Guatema- 
la’s army which is unused to 
having its dirty linen washed 
in public. 

The army has publicly 
played down the impact of 
charges made in the United 
States that officers were em- 
ployed by the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA) and kil- 
led U.S. and Guatemalan 
citizens but analysts say inter- 
nally the institution is in tur- 
moil. 

Soldiers who had been 
taught the United States is no 
friend of the military because 
it cut off aid in the late 1970’s 
are angry to discover their 
bosses allegedly were receiv- 
ing payoffs from the CIA, 
academic Gabriel Aguilera 
said. 

Some are resentful mem- 
bers of the fiercely- 
narionalistic institution may 


have divided loyalties. 

“Young officers are very 
irritated because while they 
are suffering and fighting foe 
war, others are making mil- 
lions," Mr. Aguilera said. 

Charges by U.S. repre- 
sentative Robert Torricelli, a 
New Jersey Democrat, that 
Colonel Julio Roberto 
Alpirez ordered the killings 
of a U.S. citizen and a rebel 
married to a U.S. lawyer 
have sent shockwaves 
through the army which often 
considers itself above the rule 
of law. 

“The army has never 
allowed anyone to point the 
finger at individuals. You can 
attack the institution but if 
you attack people the death 
Squads will get you,” Mr. 
Aguilera said. 

According to rights activist 
Helen Mack whose sister, 
anthropologist Myma Mack 
was killed by the security 
forces in 1990, the army has 
never sacrificed one of Us 


own to appease public opin- 
ion over human rights viola- 
tions. 

Human rights groups ac- 
cuse the army of razing over 
400 Mayan villages in the 
early 1980’s and blame the 
military for killing most of 
the 100,000 Guatemalans 
who have lost their lives dur- 
ing the three-decade civil 
war. 

But the only official ever 
sentenced for his excesses 
was Captain Hugo Contreras, 
who was convicted of the 
1990 killing of hotelier 
Michael Devine but myster- 
iously escaped from a milit- 
ary base hours later. 

The timing of the scandal 
which broke in Washington 
could not be worse for the 
army which is negotiating an 
end to the civil war with 
leftist rebels of the Guatema- 
lan National Revolutionary 
Unit (URNG). 

The role of the army in a 
democratic society is one of 


the points to be discussed in 
the next- few months and the 
recent scandal strengthens 
the hand of the URNG, Ms. 
Mack said. 

According to Ms. Mack, 
even before the CIA scandal 
broke in Washington, the 
army was fighting a bitter 
internal battle on how to deal 
with corrupt members. 

Weeks earlier, a former 
guerrilla, Danilo Rodriguez, 
publicly accused the defence 
minister’s chief of defence 
staff Colonel Lais Fernandez 
Ligorria of drug trafficking 
and running car theft rings. 

According to one foreign 
observer who asked not to be 
named, the information re- 
leased by Mr. Rodriguez 
came from Guatemalan in- 
telligence sources inside the 
army in a bid to root oat 
corruption in the military. 

“Pandora's box bas been 
opened here... anything 
could happen," Ms. Mack 
said. 


LA DEFENSE, France ‘ 
(AFP) — A French moun- *1 
taineer scaled unaided the f 
outer face of a 42-storey 
office block outside Paris > 
Saturday, police said. Alain •- 
Robert, 32, took half an hour 
to complete what was his 
third attempt to climb up the - 
glass building in the modem < 
business district of La De- 
fense west of the capital with- 
out safety equipment. •‘V 
Robert, who was taken in for 
questionng by police when he 
reached the roof, has pre- ; 
viously dimbed Paris’s 58- - 
storey Montparnasse Tower - 
and skyscrapers in the United 
States. . 

Germany to sell 
Honecker’s 
vacation home 

BERLIN (R) — A 100- 
hectare (250-acre) property 
presented to former East 
German Communist leader 
Erich Honecker as a 70th 
birthday present by the bead 
of his feared secret police 
went on sale. The German 
government is asking at least 
4.5 million marks (S3.3 mil- 
lion) for the property in the 
northeastern state of 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 
which has a pool, sauna and 
bodyguards' quarters and its 
own motorway exit But the 
buyer must agree to use the 
100-hectare estate, presented 


100-hectare estate, presented 
to Honecker in 1982 as a 70th 
birthday gift by former secret 
police chief Erich Mielke and 
long off-limits to the east 
German public, for non- 
profit purposes that seve the 
community. 

Britain takes 
food-on-tti e-box 
award 

DEAUVILLE, France 
(AFP) — Britain won top 
prize in the first International 
Festival of Television and 
Gastronomy held in this 
Channel port over the past 
week. Granada Television's 
This Morning, hosted by 
Susan Brooks, was crowned 
the world’s best food show on 
the small screen among a 
line-op of programmes pro- 
duced by 42 television sta- 
tions from 32 countries. The 
festival featured “best of” * 
selections from food prog- . 
rammes by each of the com- • 
peting stations. The Chefs’ 

Prize, awarded by a panel of 
top chefs from Deauville, the 
Normand region and Paris, 
went to Television Suisse- 
Romande, from French- 
speaking Switzerland, and 
their presenter Jean-Luc 
Koenig. A panel of French 
and foreign culinary journal- 
ists voted, for presenter 
Daniel Pinard from Radio 
Quebec, in Canada, while the 
42 presenters who were 
attending the festival chose 
their Australian peer Ian 
Parm enter of the ABC televi- 
sion channel. The homeland 
of gastronomy, represented 
by Maite and Micheline of 
the French station FR3 and 
their programme “La Cuisine 
Des Mousquetaires” (Cook- 
ing For Musketeers), had to 
make do with the Europe 
Prize, awarded to the best 
European programme by a 
panel of non-European pre- 
senters. 

That’s disgusting 
British experts 
findoutwhy 

LONDON (R) — People are 
-highly consistent in what they 
find disgusting, although men 
and women occasionally dif- 
fer in response, British 
psychologists reported. Gra- 
ham Davey, of the University 
of Sussex, and Karen Barker, 
from London's City Universi- 
ty, set out to identify whether 
there were groups of things 
that people found disgusting. ■ 
and whether there were sex . 
differences. They found- 
many of the clidhes were true 
— the woman who blithely 
ignores baby vomit on her 
skirt while her husband gags 
will herself flinch at the sign! 
of a squirming earth-worm. 

They told a conference oftirf . . 
British psychological sodeg- 
that they interviewed 3flt ... 
people, half of them universe - .r. - 
ty students, to find out whff ; 
they found disgusting. The] . 
found five basic areas: oft - N ' ' 
and other animal products • . 

the human body andf product ■ : ^ • 
such as greasy hair, insert. J - - .'; 
such as maggots, gastro-o .' ' 

enteric products such , a V 
vomit and sexual activities ^ 

such as incest. “Females e* ; - ' f ~ * 
hibited significantly high* - . ' 
scores on all categories ‘ >. 
cept gastro-enteric prijV 
ducts,” they said. Their f 
mgs, they said, fit in wit v - _• v 
earlier studies that showe >.' L ^ 
people tended to be disgnste .; 

by things that could b '* 
dangerous, such as anim& .r •• 
known to spread disease fit; • 
rats, infectious waste p** 1 . - l . ' - : . 
ducts or incest and paedopb N * ; • 
iia. ..-YV ' » ' 
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A review 
of economic news 
[from the Arabic press 


56 projects 
costing 
$ 10.4 billion 
to Amman 
summit 

☆☆Jordan will present lists 
of 56 investment projects to 
the participants in the Am- 
man Economic Summit 
whidi is scheduled for Octo- 
ber this year. The projects, 
which were reduced from an 
earlier estimate of 77, carry 
an approximate cost of 
$10,403 million. 

The projects were pre- 
pared according to specific 
criteria and were classified 
into private sector, regional, 
public sector or infrastructure 
schemes. In the energy sec- 
tor, the list includes six pro- 
jects, valued at $3,943 mil- 
lion, of which $3 billion are 
for the Red Sea-Dea Sea 
canal project and $500 mil- 
lion for a petroleum refinery 
an Aqaba. 

The industrial sector in- 
cludes nine projects valued at 
$1,734 million of which SI 
billion will go for a factory to 
produce phosphoric acid. 
The list comprises 23 trans- 
port projects at a cost of 
$1,841 million spread as fol- 
lows: $582 million for 1 1 road 
projects, $1,142 million for 
six railway projects, $35 mil- 
lion for two projects in 
Aqaba and $82 million for 
airport and aviation projects. 

The list includes eight com- 
munication projects for $400 
million and four tourism pro- 
jects for $1,200 million of 
which $500 million are to 
develop the Dead Sea touris- 
tic area and another $500 
million to develop the Aqaba 
touristic area. Six water pro- 
jects costing $1,280 million 
will be proposed including 
bringing the Disi water to 
Amman at a $450 million cost 
(A1 Dustour). 

☆☆The Ministry of Water 
and Irrigation is studying the 
possibility of brining water 
from the AJ Disi Basin to 
Amman and other areas. En- 
gineering studies indicate the 
possibility of using the basin's 
water for the next 80 years 
(AI Dustour). 

☆☆Ten thousand telephone 
lines in Amman have been 
partially disconnected for 
subscriber's failure to settle 
their dues of about JD 1.5 
million to the Telecom- 
munications Corporation (AI 
Dustour). 

☆☆ THE MINISTER of fi- 
nance approved the placing 
of about JD 1 million with the 
Department of Customs as a 
trust to be used for quick 
refunding to concerned in- 
dustrialists of fees and taxes 
imposed on foreign materials 
— temporary entry — used in 
national products. As such, 
refunds can be collected 
more easily and directly with- 
out having to pass through a 
month-long routine at the 
Ministry of Finance (AI 
Aswaq) 

*☆ PRICES OF locally- 
made Rothman Kingsize and 
Karim Super were fixed by 
the Ministry of Supply at 850 
fils and 500 fils respectively 
(Petra). 

☆☆ THE MINISTRY of Wa- 
ter and Irrigation approved 
new charges for irrigation wa- 
ter in the Jordan Valley. The 
new charges were cleared by 
the agricultural and irrigation 
committee at the Lower 
House and representatives 
from the ministries of agricul- 
ture, finance and water and 
irrigation in addition to the 
Fanners Federation. Jordan 
-Valley farmers consuming 
between one to 2,500 cubic 
metres a month will be 
charged eight fils per cubic 
metre. Charges will be 12 fils 
■ a cubic metre for those who 
consume between 2,501 to 
■; 3,500 cubic metres. The third 
^zategory, with consumption 
between 3,501 to 4,500 cubic 
' netres, is to pay 15 fils a 
nibic metre while those con- 
suming 4,501 cubic metres 
u»d above will be paying 35 
Us per cubic metre. Current 
■barges are six fils per cubic 
netre (AI Dustour). 
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Qatar seeks 


in China, India 


DOHA (R) — Qatar has set 
up joint committees with In- 
dia and China to explore 
possible joint ventures in the 
gas industry. Qatar's oil 
minister said. 

Abdullah Bin Hamad AI 
Attiyah told reporters after 
returning on Saturday night 
from a 10-day tour of the two 
countries that two joint com- 
mittees have been set up. 

“The committees would 
look into various aspects, like 
how we can supply natural 
gas to both India and China 
and also set up joint ventrues 
in gas-based industries." he 
said. 

Qatar — which has the 
world’s third largest gas re- 
serves — is keen to sign firm 
agreements with Asian cus- 


tomers for its gas, which is 
vital to help its multi-billion 
dollar liquefied natural gas 
(ING) projects get off the 
ground. 

Mr. Attiyah met officials 
from Indian companies such 
as the state-owned Gas Au- 
thority of ind:a Limited 
1GAIL) and discussed ways 
of marketing Qatari gas. 

“We are working with both 
state-owned and private com- 
panies to supply gas to In- 
dia,’* he said- 

GAIL officials visiting 
Doha last month said India 
wanted to import 50 billion- 
70 billion cubic metres (l.S 
bill ion-2. 5 trillion cubic feet) 
day of gas from Qatar to 
mee* requirements by the 


year 2000. 

They had suggested the ex- 
tension of a proposed Oman- 
india or Qatar-Pakistan gas 
pipelines or the creation of a 
new ING joint venture in 
Qatar to supply liquefied gas 
to India. 

But Mr. Attiyah said the 
options proposed by India 
were not under considera- 
tion, implying that India in- 
stead would have to buy gas 
from one of Qatar's projects. 

Qatar has already signed 
memorandums of under- 
standing to supply 2.5 million 
tonnes a year of ING to 
India's private conglomerate, 
Essar Group. It has also 
signed deals to sell 200,000 
tonnes a year of liquid ammo- 


nia to two private firms. 

Mr. Attiyah said China was 
a good future market and 
Qatar was “working very 
hard to be in the Chinese 
market.” 

He did not say if he agreed 
with Chinese officials on sign- 
ing a firm agreement on 
buying Qatari gas. Oatar and 
China have signed a memor- 
andum of understanding for 
2.5 million tonnes a year of 
ING. with an option for a 
further 2.5 million tonnes for 
25 years from mid-1999. 

Mr. Attiyah said he plans 
to visit Pakistan on April 22 
for talks likely to include a 
proposed undersea gas pipe- 
line to carry gas from Qatar's 
Ras Laffan port to Pakistan. 



CAIRO (R) — The Egyptian state’s latest privatisation 
offering sole! out in one day was heavily oversubscribed, the 
agent for the sale said Sunday. 

The trustee department of state-owned Banque Misr told 
Reuters it was no longer accepting applications for the 524,000 
shares in extracted oils and derivatives company because of 
the heavy demand last Thursday. 

The offer was originally set to run for three working days — 
Thursday, then Sunday and Monday. 

The state's holding Company for Food Industries, which, 
owns extracted oils and derivatives, offered the shares at a 
fixed price of 45 pounds ($13) each. The shares on sale 
represent 10 per cent of the company’s total equity. 

A Banque MisT official said it was too early to say exactly 
how many shares were applied for. Some previous privatisa- 
tions have been heavily oversubscribed, one of them eight 
times over. 

The government newspaper AI Ahram Sunday quoted the 
minister in charge of privatisation as saying his new target was 
to sell off assets worth eight billion pounds ($2.4 billion) in the 
remaining nine months of the year. 

Public Sector Minister Atef Obeid said this would include 10 
per cent of the equity of 42 profitable companies in the food, 
chemical, textile, pharmaceutical, housing and tourism indus- 
tries and in agriculture. 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(March 27 - March 31, 1995) 


AMMAN — The dollar depreciated sharply against other 
major currencies at the end of last week. It ended the week 
3.23 per cent loweT against the mark, 2.71 per cent lower 
against the yen 1.79 Tower against sterling. 

The U.S. unit retreated against the mark and sterling at 
the beginning of the week, while appreciating against the 
yen. The dollar's decline came in view of market participants 
position adjustments ahead of the Federal Open Market 
Committee (FOMC) meeting the next day and die Bundes- 
bank council meeting on Thursday. 

The dollar witnessed 2 sharp decline against other major 
currencies Tuesday, influenced by the FOMC decision to 
keep U.S. monetary policy unchanged. The dollar also 
retreated on the back of a decline in U.S. Treasury bond 
prices. Treasuries fell after the release of new positive U.S. 
economic reports, promoting inflationary fears. The confer- 
ence board confidence index showed a large increase in 
March, while retail sales showed a rise of 1.3 per cent during 
the last week of the same month. 

The dollar continued its depreciation against the mark and 
yen Wednesday, while rising slightly against sterling. Market 
participants’ continued reactin to the FOMC decision the 
previous day contributed to further dollar declines. The 
dollar came under added pressure following the release of 
U.S. new home sales showing a decline of 14 per cent in 
March, its biggest decline since April 1992. 

The dollar rose sharply against other major currencies 
Thursday, tn response to a Bundesbank monetary easing. 
The Bundesbank lowered its discount rate from 4.5 per cent 
to four per cent, citing concerns over a drop in the German 
money supply and recent mark strength. 

The U.S. unit retreated against other major currencies 
Friday. It'fell on disappointment after the Bank of Japan did 
not lower its discount rate, a move which had been widely 
expected by market participants. The dollar also depredated 
on rumours that the Fed planned a press conference to 
discuss its currency’s situation. But, a Fed denial of the 
rumours later that day, added more pressure on the dollar. 

On the economic front, fourth qnater U.S. GDP was 
revised to show an annual rise of 5.1 per cent, compared 
with an initial estimate of a 4.6 per cent rise. Meanwhile, 
February factory goods orders and March Chicago purchasing 
managers index and Michigan consumer sentiment showed 
signs of a slowing economic activity in the U.S. 

The U.S. unit, thus ended the week at 1.3730 marks, 86.60 
yen and at $1.6225 to sterling. > 


New York Closing Ratos for Major Carrencnes Against the 
UJS. OoUar 


Currency 

24/3/95 

Close 

31/3/95 

Close 

Percent 

Change 

Sterling Pound* 

;.59*ifl 

I.e225 

I -79* 

Deutsche Mark 

!.4U3 

1.3730 

J.23S 

Swiss Franc 

1.1742 

1.1 295 

3.96i 

French Franc 

4.9665 

4.2090 

5.738 

Japanese Yen 

lid S 

66.60 

Z.711 


“ USD 1*0- STK 


Central 'Bank of Jordan Exchange Race Bulletin 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

US. Dollar 

0. 6&40‘ 

0.6660 

Sterling Pound 

i.iaso 

1.1 135 

Deutsche Mark 

0.496! 

0.5007 

Swiss Franc 

0.6050 

0.6060 

French Franc 

0. 1 424 

0.1431 

Japanese Yen* 

0.7S95 

0.7954 

Ootch Guilder 

0.4446 

O.fi it 

Swedish Krona 



Italian Lire 4 

0.0401 


Belgian Franc 
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car exports to M.E. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
South Korea’s auto giant 
Hyundai has boosted car ex- 
ports to the Middle East and 
will take advantage of the 
mcscular Japanese yer. to bid 
for a larger market share, a 
company official said Sun- 
day. 

Its exports to the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) stood at around 
42, (XX) cars in 1994 and it 
expects them to grow by 
around .20 per cent to more 
than' 50.000, Hyundai's ex- 
port operations director, Ki 
Hong, told the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) daily AI 
Khaleej. 

This compares with 27,000 
cars in 1993 and around 
16.000 cars in 1992, he was 
quoting as saying in Seoul. 

He said the increase had 
boosted South Korea's share 
in tl.e Gulf car market to 
between six and seven per 
cent, but added: “A fair 
share is 10 per cent." 

"The Japanese yen will 
help us” to boost car sales in 


the Gulf and Middle East, 
he added. 

He said he expected Hyun- 
dai's total car sales to the 
oil-rich Gulf and other Mid- 
dle East countries to reach 
around 100,000 vehicles in 
2000, accounting for nearly 
five per cent of the com- 
pany's production. 

Mr. Ki said Hyundai y/as 
also considering opening a 
marketing centre in Dubai's 
Jebel Ali free trade zone to 
boost exports to the lucrative 
region, which imports be- 
tween 600,000 and 700,000 
cars a year. Japan and the 
United States have domin- 
ated such a market despite 
strong competition from 
other car makers. 

Mr. Ki said Hyundai was 
also seeking to boost its share 
in the U.S. market after it 
expanded its production units 
there. He said his company 
currently accounts for 1.5 per 
cent of the U.S. vehicle mar- 
ket while 10 per cent is con- 
trolled by Japan's Toyoto and 
a similar share by Honda. 
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HOUSING BANK CENTER AMMAN - SHME25AEI 


TELEPHONE: 660170 / 663170 
ORGANIZED MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST 


COMPANY'S NAME 


ARAB BANK PIC 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK 

JORDAN NATIONAL BANK / NEW 

BANK OF JORDAN 

MIDDLE EAST INVESTMENT BANK. 

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT BANK 
THE BOUSING BANK 
JORDAN KUWAIT BANK 
JORDAN GULF BANK 
JORDAN ISLAMIC BANK 
BUSINESS BANK 

JORDAN INVESTMENT £ FINANCE BANK 

BEIT ELMAL SAVINGS INVESTMENT TOR HOUSING 

AMMAN BANK FOR INVESTMENT 

ARAB BANKING CORPORATION/ JORDAN 

PHILADELPHIA INVESTMENT BANK. 


BANKS 


SECTOR 


JORDAN FRENCH INSURANCE 


INSURANCE 


SECTOR 


JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER 

JORDANIAN ELECTRIC POWER /NEW 

ARAB I NTER NATIONAL HOTELS 

ARAB INTERNATIONAL HOTELS /NEW 

JORDAN NATIONAL SHIPPING LINES 

RATIONAL PORTFOLIO SECURITIES 

REAL ESTATE INVESTMENT 

UNITED KIDDLE EAST « COMMODORE HOTELS 

ARAB INTER. FOR INVESTMENT & EDUCATION 


SERVICES 


SECTOR 


ATTAMQEEP CONST. MATERIAL MANUFACTURING 

THE JORDAN CEHENT FACTORIES 

THE ARAB POTASH/NEH 

JORDAN PETROLEUM REFIRARY 

THE INDUSTRIAL COMMERCIAL fi AGRICULTURAL 

THE JORDAN WORSTED KILLS 

ARAB PHARMACEUTICAL MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN CERAMIC I N DU S TRIES 

JORDAN DAIRY 

THE JORDAN PIPES MANUFACTURING 
ARAB CHEMICAL DETERGENTS INDUSTRIES 
SPINNING S HEAVING 
RAFIA INDUSTR IES ' 

DAN AL DAWA DEV ELOPMENT fc INVESTMENT 

ARAB INVESTMENT {, INESNATIONAL TRADE 

ARAB ALUMINIUM INDUSTRY 

LIVESTOCK & POULTRY 

ARAB PAPER CONVERTING t TRADING 

NATIONAL STEEL INDUSTRY 

INTERMEDIATE PETRO-CHEKXCAL INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN ROCKWOOL INDUSTRIES 

UNIVERSAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES 

ALADDIN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIES & MATCH/JXMCO 

NATIONAL CABLE 6 WIRE MANUFACTURING 

JORDAN- SULP HO- CHEMICALS 

AR AB C ENTER FOR PHARX. S CHEMICALS 

XAVTHER INVESTMENT 

UNIVERSAL MODERN INDUSTRIES 

JORDAN INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES CO. 


INDUSTRIAL 


SECTOR 


GRAND TOTAL 


FOR SUNDAY 

02/04/1995 


NO. OF 

VALUE 

PREV. CLOSING 

SHARES 

TRADED 

CLOSING PRICE 

TRADED 

JD •• 

PRICE 
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1300 

1 252110 

190.000 1 

95.000 

13099 

61132 

4.580 

4.690 

2756 

12527 

4.500 

4.570 

350 

1176 

3.200 

3.360 

4250 

6100 

1.430 

1.450 

2550 

6782 

2.660 

2.660 

11735 

72387 

6.100 

6.210 

1740 

5069 

2.870 

2.930 

1922 

2499 

1.240 

1.300 

27212 

107963 

3.910 

3.950 

6550 

22659 

3.380 

3.500 

3200 

11628 

3.590 

3.650 

2500 


3.060 

3.360 

273C5Q 

339923 

1 . 200 

1.260 

407 

1646 

4.000 

4.100 

26550 

35938 

1. JOG 
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BT1S4 

1.550 
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10130 
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S.70C 

5113 
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S. 140 

6.450 

5200 

15823 

3.040 

2.060 

1250 

2750 

2.100 

2.200 

400 

483 

1.200 

1.239 

9XB0Q 

238694 

2.520 
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200 

664 
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550 

609 

1.080 

1.130 

118673 

362125 

3.050 

3.050 

150 

703 

4.600- 

4.650 

510 

4810 

9.400 

3.6D0 

9.460 

572 

2056 

3.600 

2000 

15450 

7.650 

7.750 

27B26 

117489 

4.160 

4.240 

250 

1438 

5.750 

5.750 

200 

4B0 

2.330 

2.400 

400 

1094 

2.730 

2.710 

750 

11208 

15.600 

14.830 

1211 

3125 
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2.610 

2000 

5025 

2.530 

2.52V 

2724 
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7. 050 

7.;oo 
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. 94C 

. 9<3C 

2500 
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.730 
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7604? 
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4.720 
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5125 
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ISsi&l 

FOR INVESI^IEN? 
& BUSINESS ©FB=0©ES 
& SHOPS FOR SABis 

In Wadi Saqra 
100 sq.m. — 400 sq.m. 
Central heating and air- 
condition. 

?or more deteiEs call: 
j : .Moun Real Estate 
Tel. 81G805/S i06B9 
\ /S105M, Fax: S10520 


A SECURE 

Hotel 

Swelfiy&hi 



FUt.O.TEL 

-^SECURITY 
^HOSPITALITY 
.^GASTRONOMY 


« 


All Suites Hotel 

FLAT -O. TEL 
4 L VJl 4 .fi\M AaaVI 
I JjJa, y ol l c (g jn ut Aj 4j&jLefi 
363944 - 818690 



Professional Quality ee 
1 Hour Service 


Develop your colour Site [ 

cur shop and got:- 1 

? 

• jy«so j 

sfes Savger ; 

* Prmm entmrw&* 
no srt 20 x SO &b 

ShmesanL-JT 
Bank. Phone: 

Swefieb tel: 823891 
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RENTACAR 


Your First Choke 
in Car Rentoi 


Shmeisani 
Tel: 6 93399 






FOR RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
& Apartments 
in Amman. 


is :se 


SANABEL 

REAL ESTATE 

Td. 864230 
Fas. 8642311 



RENTA 



CAR 


RENTA 

RELIABLE CAR 
AT A 

RELIABLE PRICE 


TEL: 6/819676 
FAX: 6 / 819676 
ABDOUN 


WE HAVe NO OTHER BRANCHES 
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SZECHWAN GfiRPENZ 
CHINESE RESTASRAK? 

typtari CHcata Feeds 
SUBod Gttaaca C bate 

Mo sway If awflaW» 

Stef AMiab.SM 
Um UMteti CumanM Centra 

ToL 861174 
6«ce lasted AfaMtfsuved. 


£ 


fa Saw; ■ 

2 

£:53*9@ •: 

The Best CwK.’S. - * 
Besl Service, i 
Best Atmosphere in Amman’;! 
Ceir Ghbar - American *? 
Embassy Sir. near Baytuna j 
Housing Estate 
Open from: 

12 noon - 3:30 p.m. 
6:30 - 11:30 e.m. 

•v Tef.: 861i 
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JON S SAI0N 


English 
Speaking I 
Staff 



IpDuraclears 

“ Flower Fresh" cleanbg 
for homes and businesses 


Wi 

| H | CARPET CLEANING 
FURNITURE CLEANING 



TEL 836692 



'Ffetoitrant Tapae 

Open 'Daily* 
from 

IZci'.m. - 12p.m. 

Jehel Amman-. 3rd drdi> 
Tel 61 50 61 


( Turino ^Tvrim 



45 Minutes - In and Out ! 

•SIDSStllASi . jw/k CHOKE Gf: 

m Grilled Chicken with Zurich sauce 

* Grilled Fillet with pepper sauce 

* Piccata Limone ( veal ) 

* Grilled Hammour Provincial 

COFFEE - CHOCOLATE HQUm> 


J 

• . _> 

■ 

is 


jgpAtlt] 

863944 - SVVEIF1YEII 


Si 


REAL ESTATE 
.RENTALS M 


You *v Seen The 
Rest Now Try The 


Widest Selection Most 
Reasonable Retes 
Newer, Cleaner, More 
Lavishly Furnished or 
unfurnished Villas and 
Apartments 

FULL SERVICE REAL 
ESTATE ORGANIZ ATION 




MLLAi 

D’ANGELO 


AUTHENTIC 
[ITALIAN RESTAURANT | 
Jabal Amman 
Tel 638212 

Air-conditioned Lounge 




prectfo® 

TailortoR® 1 

Alttr* 6005 



ENGLISH 

SPEAKING 

STAFF 


oBrt 



Your Address in Amman 



Quality Furnished Suites 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Resonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 
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Family Circle Cup 

Martinez to face Maleeva in final 


HILTON HEAD ISLAND, 
South Carolina (AFP) — 
Second-seeded Conchita 
Martinez took another step in' 
her defence of the Family 
Circle Cup title Saturday with 
- a straight set semi-final vic- 
tory over Natasha Zvereva. 

Martinez, ranked fourth in 
1 the world and the highest 
■ seed left in the event, needed 
less than an hour to defeat 
Zvereva, the fourth seed, 6- 
i, 6-2. 

_ In the final she will meet 
fifht-seeded Magadelan 
Maleeva, who beat I talian 
Silvia Farina 6-4, 7-6 (7/5). 

"My confidence is back,” 
said Martinez, who has not 
won a tournament since she 
became the first Spanish. 

! woman to win Wimbledon 
’ last summer, adding: “I think 
1 I played very well.” 

Martinez’ chances of re- 
’ taming the title she won here 
last year improved on Friday, 

; when top-seed and world 
1 number-one Arantxa San- 
chez withdrew from the 
' quarter-finals with a severely 
sprained ankle. 

Sanchez injured her right 
ankle in a third-round victory 
over Amanda Coetzer of 
South Africa. A bone scan on 
Saturday showed a stress 
fracture, and Sanchez plan- 
ned to return home to 
Andorra to rest on Sunday. 



'Bulgaria’s Magdalena Maleeva 


Kathleen, Stroia. the WTA 
Tour’s director of sports, said 


die injury would need three 
to six weeks to heal. 


Injured Sanchez will lose ranking April 10 


HILTON HEAD, South 
Carolina (R) — The ankle 
injury that - world No. 1 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario sus- 
tained at the Family Circle 
Magazine Cup will. keep her 
out of action for a.fiew weeks 
and will cost her the presti- 
gious top ranking. 

Sanchez Vicario, who re- 
turned to Spain Sunday, has 
withdrawn from next week's 
Bausch Lomb championships 
at Amelia Island, ■ Florida. 
That unavoidable move will 
put Germany's Steffi Graf, 
also not playing at Amelia 
Island, back atop women’s 
'tennis as of April 10.* 

- On Thursday Sanchez 
Vicario landed wrong ort-her 
right ankle during a third- 
round match against South 
African Amanda Coetzer. 
Although she persevered to 


win that match, she was un- 
able to play Friday’s quarter- 
final against Magdalena 
Maleeva. 

“It’s my first injury in my 
whole life,” said Sanchez 
Vicario, her wrapped foot 
hoisted onto a table top. "It 
happens to- everybody and 
Pm pretty strong, so I'll take 
it with confidence. It’s not 
the end of the world. I just 
want to come back healthy 
and be very good again.” 

The verdict is that Sanchez 
Vicario sustained three diffe- 
rent injuries to her right ank- 
le. . 

• The most' serious problem 
■is a- fracture to her fibula 
which was discovered Satur- 
day through a bone scan. She 
also sprained a ligament on 
the outside part of the ankle 
and strained the anterior 


tibialis muscle in the front of 
the ankle. 

“We’re most concerned 
about the stress fracture be- 
cause a stress fracture can 
develop into a fracture if not 
cared for properly,” said 
Kathleen Stroia, the WTA 
Tour's director of sports sci- 
ence and medicine. 

“For a bone to heal it takes 
three to six weeks and would 
have to re-examined through- 
out the healing process.” 

“I think I’m young, I have 
a long way to go and the most 
important thing now is to 
recover,”. Sanchez Vicario. 

“Hopefully ^ I can come 
back .aqd fetu^-to the num- 
ber .One -spot again. .But -right 
now, it is my foot that is the 
most important thing." 

She hasn't formally with- 
drawn from the Federation 


Cup the weekend of April 22 
and a tournament in Barcelo- 
na the week of April 24. But 
Stroia said: “The Fed Cup in., 
three weeks time would be 
difficult. Barcelona would be 
more realistic." 

The last two times the 
women's top ranking has 
changed hands has been be- 
cause the player holding the 
honours was injured. 

Sanchez Vicario took the 
world number one ranking 
for the first time in her career 
on February 6, 1995, from 
Graf, who was on sabbatical 
first with a back injury and 
thqjf'with a right calf muscle 
problem. 

Including next week, 1 San- 
chez Vicario will have held 
the top position for a total of 
eight weeks, including the 
last six consecutive weeks. 


FOR RENT 

A fully furnished semi-villa, near the Royal 
Automobile Club. 

For more information call: 

811530 


PfC 

deEspana 



ALCALA 

HENARES 


LEARN SPANISH 

by listening to the 
Spanish foreign radio 

Arabic service directed to the Arab countries broad- 
casts start on April 3, 1995 and will last for 13 weeks 
with daily programmes for beginners. 

BROADCAST TIME: 

8:40 p.m. Madrid time — 6:40 Greenwich MeanTime 
8:40 p.m. Jordan winter time — 9:40 summer time 
on the short wave. 19 metres — 15110 kilohertz 

AND 

11:40 p.m. Madrid time — 9:40 Greenwich Mean- 
Time 

1 1 :40 p.m. Jordan winter time — 1 2:40 after midnight 
summer time on the short wave, 31 metres, 9875 
kilohertz and short wave 49 metres, 9130 kilohertz for 
15 minutes a day for each international lesson 

These Spanish language lessons will be ex- 
plained In Arabic and you can obtain these 
programmes and their exercise books for 
free from 

Cervantes Institutes In 
Arab countries. 

Amman — Jabal Amman — Third Circle - Tel. 
610858 

or from Spanish foreign radio 
P.O.Box 1562-2 Madrid — 28080 — Spain. 

1. •••• - • . -V.V-. . A. . ."W ... -.j.::-. , ..... S 


Furnished Apartment 
with Telephone 
For Rent 

Location: Jabal Amman 4th Circle, Khalidi Hospital 
Street. 

Comprises: 3 bedrooms (one master), living room, 
dining room, salon, 3 bathrooms and a 
kitchen. 

Telephone: 819361 


FLATS TO LET 

1. 170m a , 3 bedrooms, big lounge, dining room, big 
kitchen, 3 bathrooms, two balconies. 

2.90m 3 , 1 bedroom, big Idunge, dining room, fitted 
kitchen, two bathrooms and shower. 

Both have: Intercom, separate gas heating. 

Location: Amera Building, behind Housing Bank, Abdoun. 

Tel.: 821175 


TO ALL FILIPINO NATIONALS 
IN JORDAN 

It is time to file your 1994 Income Tax 
Return. To avoid the rush and overcrowd- 
ing, filing of ITRs in the Philippine Consulate 
General shall be io accordance with the 
following schedule: 

Family names beginning with letters 
A to L — April 8 to 13 
M to Z — April 13 to 17 

For forms and details call Tel. Nos. 

827001/2. 

PHILIPPINE EMBASSY 
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UCLA, Arkansas advance to title game 


‘Tin a person wbo always 
thinks positive.” said San- 
chez, whose withdrawal from 
the tournament starting on 
Monday in Amelia, Island, 
Florida, could put her world 
number one ranking in 
jeopardy. 

“The most important thing 
now is to recover and come 
back strong.” 

Martinez, who straggled to 
a three-set victory over Croa- 
tian Iva Majoli in the quarter- 
finals, looked more sure of 
herself against Zvereva, 
runner-up here last year. 

“I don’t thnk she’ll have 
any problems whoever she's 
playing,” Zvereva said. 

Maleeva, who celebrated 
her 20th birthday on Satur- 
day, readied her fifth final in 
seven tournaments. She has 
won three of here four pre- 
vious finals, at Moscow, Lin? 
and Chicago. 

She also followed in the 
footsteps of elder sister 
Manuela Maleeva, who was 
runner-up to Steffi Graf here 
in 1987. 

Maleeva let slip a 3-0 lead 
in the second set and trailed 
5-1 in the tiebreaker before 
storming back. 

“I was nervous,” she said. 
“I relaxed when I was down, 
figuring I'd give up the set 
and that’s when I started 
hitting well.” 


SEATTLE (R) — The top- 
ranked UCLA Bruins beat 
stubborn Oklahoma State 
and the defending champion 
Arkansas Razorbacks held 
off North Carolina on Satur- 
day to advance to the nation- 
al men's college basketball 
championship game. 

The Razorbacks (32-6), 


sceptics once and for all with 
a victory Monday night here 
in the Kingdome, where 
39,000 fens watched the semi- 
finals. 

“Deep inside and in our 
hearts we know.. .that we 
have had a phenomenal sea- . 
son," he said. “We took ev- 
erybody’s best shot — every- 


who survived several close ■ . body's. We’ve got a game to 
calls earlier in the touma- go and let’s hope that we end 
ment, came back from a four- .'the fairy tale story." 

point halftime deficit to win 

75-68 as power forward Cor- \Tp A A O A 4 

liss Williamson poured in 19 11 LAA 0 /\a 

second-half points and : 

Arkansas staved off a last- ..... . 

minute comeback attempt by Monday s championship 

Carolina. game » the firsl far Harrick, 

The Brains (30-2) were led ' who has amassed a .686 win- 
by tiny guard Tyus Edney, ning percentage in his 16-year 
who scored 21 points, and career but labours in the sha- 
brothers Ed and Charles do ™ of UCLA's legendary 
O'Bannon, who combined John Wooden, who coached 
for 34, as they overwhelmed t " e “nuns to 10 titles in 12 
14th-ranked Oklahoma state years. 

74-61. “It's a goal and dream and 

Arkansas coach Nolan Wi 1- aspiration of every coach 

iiamson, who has faced sera- that's ever come on the floor 
tiny all year as his cham- to bring your team to this 
pionship team fell to as low as game, and hopefully win it,” 
12th in the national rankings, Harrick said. “It's a great, 
said he hoped to silence the great feeling for me.” 


Most of the attention was 
focused on the 152-pound (69 
kg) senior Edney, who con- 
trolled the bruins’ rapid-fire 
offence and dazzled the 
crowd with his driving layups. 
“He’s carried the team for 
four years,” said Ed O’ban- 
non. “He’s gotten us to 
where we are today." 

Carolina (28-6) staged a 
late comeback despite going 
more than 12 minutes with- 


NCAA BASKETBALL 


out a field goal in the second 
half. 

But with eight seconds left. 
Tar Heels centre Donald Wil- 
liams missed a 3-point shot 
that would have tied the 
game. 

“You have to hand it to 
our players that came back 
and had a great chance to win 
the game," said Dean Smith, 
in his 10th final four appear- 
ance. “We didn't get exactly 
what we wanted in the last 18 
seconds. Still, anytime 


Donald has an open look hi- - 
has the green light." 

Arkansas was boosted by ; - 
55-foot Basket heaved in V - 
centre Dwight Stewart at the ■ 
first-half buzzer. 

“I got a good look at the 
basket, shot it, followed 
through and it went," he.' - 
said. “We practice those kind 
of shots in practice, eveiy- ' 
practice." 

Oklahoma State's seven, 
foot (2.13 metres). 292- 
pound (132 kg) centre Bryant ■ 
“Big Countiy” Reeves, who ' 
dominated the inside game in- - 
the first half, hit only three of - ‘ 
eight field goals in the seoend - 
half and was kept at bay by 
UCLA's Czech-born centre 
George Zidek. 

“It was pTetty physical, as I ■ 
expected," said Zidek. 

The Razorbacks' number 
one fan. President Clinton, is 
said to be highly unlikely to 
attend Monday's game, 
although he went to Chariot- - : 
te. North Carolina, last year 
to see the Hogs win their first 
title and watched Saturday's '* 
game from Little Rock, ' 
Arkansas. 


Jordan held to 1 2 poin ts; 
Jazz, Rockets upset 


ANAHEIM (R) — Some- 
times the most dangerous 
adversaries are the ones with 
nothing to lose. Just ask die 
Utah Jazz. 

Lamond Murray had 26 
points and 13 rebounds and 
Loy Vaught added 21 points 
and 16 rebounds as the lowly 
Los Angeles Clippers beat 
the Jazz 116-98 on Saturday. 

Karl Malone scored 37 
points and John Stockton 
added 16 for Utah (52-21), 
which fell a game behind idle 
San Antonio in the race for 
the Midwest Division lead. 

“We didn't stop anybody,” 
said Malone. “They played 
hard and with nothing to 
lose. We have to bounce 
back. We have a big game 
against Seattle coming iip.” 

Murray scored 12 of his 
points in the third quarter as 
Los Angeles, the worst team 
in the league at 15-58. out- 
. . scored .the Jazz. 34-23. 

- “Even though -L^itayed 48 
' minutes tonighu-1 -dHn-r'feel 
. .tired like I did in the ijegin- 
ning of the season, especially 
late in the game," said Mur- 
ray, who has averaged 24 
points per game over his last 
four contests. “It's the end of 
the season, and this win 
meant a lot for us." 

The Clippers outscored 
Utah 65-44 in the second half 
and made 17-of-22 free 
throws in the fourth quarter. 

“We did not get rattled at ' 
the end of the game, we were 
up pressing them at the end 
of the game to force mis- . 
takes,” Los Angeles- coach 
Bill Fitch said. “We were 
going to hold onto the ball 
until they tore onr arms off 
for us to shoot ‘free throws. 

Pooh Richardson scored 15 
of his 18 points in the first 
half, keeping Los Angeles- 
within striking distance, as 
the Clippers trailed 56-53 at 
halftime. 

Los Angeles shot- 51" per 
cent (40-of-78) from the field 
for the game and made 30-of- 
38 free throws. 


Utah lost for just the fifth 
time in the last 19 games 
between the teams. 

In Chicago, Michael Jor- 
dan was off his game but 
Scottie Pippen scored 18 
points and B.J. Armstrong 
netted five in a 12-3 fourth- 
quarter ran as the Bulls defe- 
ated the Philadelphia 76ers 
91-84 for their fourth straight 
victory. 

The Bulls clinched at least 
the sixth playoff berth in the 
Eastern Conference. 

m 

Armstrong finished with 17 
points for Chicago, which 
moved to within a game of 
idle Cleveland for file fifth 
spot in the Eastern Confer- 
ence playoff race. 

Jordan, who has made no 
secret of his preference for 
the old Chicago stadium over 
the Bulls' new home in the 
United Centre, struggled 
.with 12 points on 5-of-19 
shooting . but had six assists. 

^***!h*C OAi’rtA f A ML-0 time fnp 


ned Rockets for a 93-87 vic- 
tory. 

Vin Baker scored six of his 
17 points and Robinson hit a 
layup in an 8-0 fourth-quarter 
spurt that allowed the bucks 
to take a 90-33 lead with 1:25 
remaining. 

Clyde Drexler scored 23 
points for Houston, which is 
without Centre Hakeem Ola- 
juwon and guard Vernon 
Maxwell, who are both suf- 
fering from forms of 
anaemia. 

Milwaukee stopped a 
seven-game losing streak at 
-the summit dating back to the 
1986-87 season. 

Houston forward Robert 
Horry left the game with a 
strained lower back with 3:20 
left in the third and did not 
return. 

At Golden State. .Isaiah 
Rider poured in a career-high 
42 points as the Minnesota 
Timberwolyes routed- .the 


Doohan 

wins 

Malaysian 

GP 


Fverton 


WUUIR.U IU uou OIA OJJIOU). - 4 ,y 4 ■ ■ ■■ 

‘dtsgping tttjakt time, for - 
frig fo adjust to tnebuilding.;" fcfeing streak. 

Jordan said. “It just doeni’t Chnstian Laetmer foid .23 
quite feel like home to me P°‘ nls M rebounds and 
just yet. Today, I hate this , Wamor Tom Gug- 

building ' Uotta 81550 scored 23 points 

The Bulls have won the last for ^L T i mberwoiv f s ’ 
seven games against Phi- rerorded their most lopsided 

ladelphia and swipt the sea- X 1 *® 1 ? of th f s?* 50 "; ^ug- 
son series for the first time 1,otta was . p ayi ?? first 
since the 1972-73 season. P me a 6 a,nst his former 
Clarence Weatherepoon teamm^es 
scored 27 points for Philadelphia. Donyell Marshall who was 
which failed in its bid for a ^ uired for Gughotta on 
season-high third straight- F®braa^W, scored ^pomi ts 
win. Shawn Bradley added 10 a *? d .^j ,l X! d 10 rebounds and 
points and 14 rebounds -for Chris Mullin added 25 points, 
the Sixers, who have dropped e, 8ht rebounds and seven 
four straight on the ro£T as K s - ,s 1 ? l . for I Go ! den r State, 
In Houston, Glenn Robin- wh,ch has losl ax of ,ts last 
son scored 29 points and “Xf " ^ ar V eSi 
grabbed nine rebounds as the f - Rjde t (~ 11 shots 
Milwaukee Bucks took fr 01 " ? e . fie,d and na,led 
advantage of the underman- seven 3-pointers. 


RESULTS 


Chicago 

91 

Philadelphia 

84 

Milwaukee 

93 

Houston 

87 

Minnesota 

126 

Golden' State 

104 

La Clippers 

116 

Utah 

98 


Aching back keeps Agassi off court 


SHAH ALAM, Malaysia . 1 , . 

(AFP) — Michael Doohan . t 

effortlessly won the Malay- 
sian Grand Prix 500cc race 
here Sunday to take max- */. . 

imam points from die first C’ \ 

two races in his defence' of .. ' ' ' 

the world title. ^ 

The 30-year-old Honda " " 

rider, who also won the ' " 

season-opening Australian 
GP, was barely challenged * ! 

and second placed Suzuki ace - 1 * 

Daiyl Beanie, another An- ' v-v_ . * 

strauan, finished six seconds r *r< 

behind. Alex Criville of %- 

Spain, also on a Honda, was ; i f - 

third. * • 

Kevin Scfawantz took the y, 

lead from the grid but • ■ ■ 

Doohan was ahead from the 'v 

second bend and was always 
/•ahead in the 33 laps around 4' .. 

bltife 3.5 kilometres (2. 19 mile) ' 
dihah Alam track. 

Doohan, who also won at 
Shah Alam in 1991 and 1994, . ' ’ 1 

clocked 47min 54.380 sec. 
said: “I tried to make a break ' ; 

a couple of times early on but 
I had a few slides and decided •_ 

I had better calm down. ' v r* 

“I kept pushing on and • ; 

gradually got away.” * «-,j * 

A much-expected battle in 

the 500cc race fizzled out v > 

when two top Italian quali- ' ‘v 1 

tiers ended their campaigns ’ 

prematurely. :. fc 

Loris Capirossi crashed his , 

: Honda in the first lap after a ' . . , j** 

brush with Japan’s Norifumi . ’ ^ 

•Abe. The Italian sustained a . - ' T * 

damaged tendon on the little ' " ■ - •* 

finger of his left hand. v ~ 

Luca Cadalora’s ran ended ^ — 

in the 12th lao when he pul- 

led Ins Yamaha into the pits with »rr ~ 

front tyre problems. “I de- a cQU{DBn 

cided it was better to stop 

than risk a crash,” said the ' - ... , 

Italian. _ _ ■ ""W ! 

Beattie and Criville scrap- J - " ’ *■ ' y t 
ped for second place, but in s ' ' v; • 
the end the Australian won - !r* 0rm " J 
by more than three seconds. ^ 
10 ^ 


*■ *Sf > 
‘v ‘ 

'• 
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PALERMO (Agencies) — 
The last time Andre Agassi 
failed to play a meaningless 
Davis Cup singles match he 
was fined. This time he pre- 
sented a medical certificate. 

The world’s No. 2 player 
was reported suffering from 
“lower back strain," or lum- 
bago and his place was taken 
by Jared Palmer for the 
match Sunday. 

“I would have been wor- 
ried if he played,” said U.$. 
team physjcian George 


Fareed, asserting that Agassi 
risked injury had he taken 
the court. 

U.S. captain Tom Gullik- 
son, insisting the injury was 
legitimate, said Agassi's low- 
er back was “so tight he 
couldn't play." 

The result was meaningless 
since the United States had 
already clinched the tie on 
Saturday by taking a 3-0 lead 
and moved into the semifin- 
als against Sweden. 

But the announcement that 


Palmer was taking crowd- 
favourite Agassi’s place drew 
derisive whistles from the 
5,100 fans at the Palermo 
tennis cluib.. 

. Agassi’s teammate and 
world No. 1 Pete Sampras 
called it “absurd" that the 
matches are required, but he 
played his. 

"At the end of the day, 
rales are rules,” Sampras 
said. 

■ Agassi’s appearance on the 


Davis Cup team was his first 
since the International Ten- 
nis Federation fined him 
12,500 in 1993 for failing to 
play against the Bahamas 
without an excuse after the 
United States had wrapped 
up the match. 


deluxe^ 

-OR RENT 1 


^ 5 t9i 


The one-two punch of — ^ 

Sampras and Agassi, as efr.v 

peered, led the U.S. ream to 

a 5-0 whitewash of Italy and ^Cpr.*- 

into the Sept. 22-25 semifmv SptifYr'c ’ 

als. -Vy* ' - 


FURNISHED FLOOR FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, salon, sitting 
room, dining room and a big terrace. 

Separate C.H. and Tel. - 300 s.q.m 

Tel.: 678617 - 666060 - 716733 
-from 8.00 a.m. - 8.00 p.m. 


Live-in Rlipina wanted for af 
Jordanian family with a baby. 

Contact tel.: 696851 

Monday and Tuesday after 12:00 noon 


Cinema 


ILAD1 


Tel.: 634144 

IA 


Cinema 


Tel.: 699238 


Tom Hanks 

in 

Forrest Gump 

Show: 12J0, 3:15, 6:15. 9:15 


PLAZA 


Andy Garcia — Mee Ryan 
In 

When A Man Loves A Woman 

Shorn: 1130. 330, S. &30, 8 JO. Ifc30 


Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

CONCORD “I’ 

Comedian star: Adei Imam — 

Bakhit fr AndadUeh 

Shows: 12:30. 3:15, 6.-00, 8:30, 11.-00 

CONCORD ‘2* 

Jean-Claude Van Damm 

STREET FIGHTER 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 5:45, 11:00 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AM— OUN THEATRE 

Musa Hijazln “Sum’a” 

In the political satire 

Hi Citizen 

written and directed by 
Mohammad ai Shawaqfa 
daily on 8:30 p.m. 

The theatre closes on Monday 

“ Aaha in the 

children's )>lay 

^ Sa’di’s Return ☆☆ 


Tel : 675571 j 

Nabffl Al Mashinl Tlimtn | 

Presents 

Abu Awwad 

in tiie social comedy 

Punctured Bag 

The theatre is closed on . 
Mondays 

Tickets are available all 1 - 
clay __ . 


Nabil & Hisham’s TeL: 625155. 

AHLAN THEATRE ; 

Presents: I 

The political satire: ? 

AL SALAM YA SALAM ■' 

at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation, please cal C 
625155 

The theatre Is closed 
Saturdays & Sunday* 
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Hill keeps WB A light heavy crown 
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STATELINE. Nevada (R) 
— Virgil HiO of the United 
States retained bis World 
Boxing Association light 
heavyweight championship 
on Saturday night, taking a 
12-round unanimous decision 
over Crawford Ashley of En- 
gland. 


In a second world title fight 
on carc ^ a hotel-casino 
ifc ,L*“ li* V on the Nevada-California 
.border, undefeated Ricardo 


and 117-113, had trouble in 
the eighth round, when- 
Ashley, ranked 10th by the 
WBA, hurt him with four 
rights and a left to the head. 
Hill survived the round, and 
a tiring Ashley could not 
duplicate drat offensive per- 
formance during the final 
four rounds. 


rage of blows to the head 
which prompted . referee 
Mitch Hal pern to halt the 
one-sided fight. 





. Lopez of Mexico successfully 
defend 


»nded his World Boxing 

Council strawweight cham- 
pionship for the 14th time by 
stopping Andy Tabanas of 
the Philippines at 2:45 of the 
j2th and final round. 


Hill almost stopped Ashley 
in the 12th. Only the bell 
saved Ashley, who was get- 
ting pounded with rights to 
the head. 


Tabanas, the WBC’s 
second-ranked contender, 
rushed in during the first 
round and was jarred with a 
right to the head. After that 
Tabanas stayed outside and 
seldom moulted an attack. 


m 


T wanted to fight Lopez 
ildn’t get dose 


T started off stow,” said 
Ashley. "I fought my heart 
out. I felt I fought a pretty 
good fight and that the out- 

i j » 


tight, but I coul 
to him.” said the 25-year-old 
Tabanas, who now has a re- 
cord of 30-3 with 19 bouts 
ending early. 


come would be different.’ 


Ivj 




' Hill, now 18-1 in light 
. heavyweight title fights since 
winning his first 175-pound 
(79 kg) championship in 
1987, built up an early lead 
thanks to a stiff and accurate 
left jab to the head, winning 
the initial six rounds on all 
three judges’ scorecards. 


Hill said that he believes he 
may have fractured his left 
hand during the bout. “Every 
time I jabbed with it, sharp 
pains were going up my 
arm,” be said. 


The 31-year-old Hill now 
has a record of 40-1 with 20 


Lopez was constant and 
accurate with his left jabs-and 
combination rights to the 

bead and body all 12 rounds. 
Lopez finally caught up with 
.Tabanas in tire 12th rounds, 
cutting him in the comer of 
the'left eye and' then batter- 
ing him until, the bout was 
stopped. • 


Hill finished strong,- too, 
capturing three of the final 
four rounds on all judges' 
cards. 


wins ending early. Ashley^ 


Lopez won the fust 11 
Minds c 


30, is 20-7-1 with 19 inside 
distance. 


rounds on all three judges' 
scorecards and was ahead by 
scores of 110-99, 110-99, 110- 


But Hill, who won by 
scores of 118-110, 118,110, 


The 27-year-old Lopez, 
now 40-0 with 30 bouts en- 
ding early, finished an out- 
classed Tabanas with a bar- 


In his 15 strawweight world 
title fights Lopez has won 105 
of the 111 rounds. 


Baseball opening day set for April 26, 
replacement players sent home 


NEW YORK (AP) — Open- 
ing day was postponed until 
April 26 and replacement 
players were sent packing 
Saturday to make way for the 
likely return of regular major 
leaguers as early as Monday ' 
if mere isn’t a lockout. 

Management's lawyers told 
die 28 teams to release all 

p!m? C ECT t Sturtfe^ ((*59. 

GMT Sunday). 

“They just told us the sea- 
son was oyer.: They’re not 
going to haye replacement 
games. Everybody got their 
travel orders,” Indians catch- 1 
er Pete Knld said. 

The new date for opening 
day was part of a tentative' 
agree men t reached Saturday 
night between the players 
and owners, according to a 
source who spoke on condi- 
tion that he not be identified. 
Earlier in the day, the sides 
had discussed starting on 
Sunday, April 23, but de- 
cided to push the date back. 

There appeared to be little 
chance owners will vote for a 
lockout when they meet Sun- 
day in Chicago. Baseball offi- 
cials sahfit had become appa- 


rent that hard-fine owners 
couldn’t obtain the necessary 
21 votes needed to start a 
lockout and continue the 
■work stoppage that began 
Aug. 12. 

“My guess is we’re not 
going to lock oat,” New York 
Yankees owner George 
Stc m h re nner told CBS Tele- 
vision. “Hopefully, we’ll get 
this mess negotiated.” 

The season opener in 
Miami between the New 
York Mets and Florida Mar- 
lins was postponed at approx- 
imately 6 p.m. est (2300 
GMT) - Sataurday after a 
meeting involving repre- 
sentatives for players and 
owners. Sundays exhibition 
games, the final seven of 
replacement Bpring training, 
■ were canceled. 

A decision on the nine 
-regular-season games sche- 
duled for Monday will be 
made during the owners' 
meeting. 

Detroit Tigers manager 
Sparky Anderson, who re- 
fused to work with replace- 
ments, was overjoyed mat his 
regular players probably 
would start coming to camp 


at Lakeland, Florida, on 
Monday. 

u m go probably tomorrow 
night or Monday.” he said 
from his home in Thousand 
Oaks, California. “Enough 
Golf is enough golf.” 

When Anderson left the 
team in February, the Tigers 
(fid not guarantee he would 
have a job when the regulars 
returned. 

Hus marks the third time 
opening day was pushed bade 
by a work stoppage. A strike 
in 1972 delayed it from April 
1 to April 15, and a lockout in 
1990 pushed it back from 
April 2 April 9. 

Regulars would have just 
-.three weeks of workouts 
under the schedule being dis- 
cussed, the same as in 1990. 

The prevailing feeling was 
that opening day would be 
pushed bade to April 23 or 

After 7 V4 weeks of spring 
training, it was dear the re- 
placement players would nev- 
er take the field for a regular- 
season. 

A memo from manage- 
meat’s lawyers to all dubs 

naiH; 


“Although opening day 
will be delayed and there will 
be no replacement player re- 
serve lists, yon should ter- 
minate afi your temporary 
replacement contracts by 
11:59 pjn. tonight.” 

‘Tm wiring my last meal... 
chicken and ribs,” said Craig 
Bryant, a repalcement short- 
stop with the Seattle Marin- 
ers.” “We knew something 
was happening when (mana- 
ger) Lem Pimclla left the 
in the fifth inning.” 


The Pirates' replacements 
were about to board a bus to 
the airport for a flight to 
(rittsburah, but the team can- 
celled Sunday’s workout at 
Three . Rivers Stadium and 


kept the replacements in a 
Florida hold overnight. 


'T sort of expected it,” said 
Jason Pfiaff, the Pirates' sche- 
duled starter Monday against 
Montreal. “I wasn't going to 
believe it until we were 
actually on the plane. I 
wasn’t going to beleive it 
until we were actually stand- 


in^at borne plate.” 


Jmon lawyers' met Satur- 
day in New York with Chica- 


Cubs president Andy 
tail and management 
lawyers to discuss the back- 
to-work schedule. Hie union 
ended its 232-day strike Fri- 
day after U.S. District Judge 
Sonia Sotomayor issued an 
injunction restoring old work 
rules. 

National league senior vice 
president Katy Feeney said 
that if there isn’t a lockout, 
the schedule for each team 
would be cut from 162 games 
to the 139-145 range. 

According to one person 
familiar with the discussions, 
Monday would be the volun- 
tary reporting date, which 
usually is 45 days before 
opening day. Wednesday is 
tne mandatory reporting 
date, which usually is 33 days 
before the opener. An excep- 
tion will be made for non- 
U.S. citizens, who were un- 
able to obtain work visas 
during the 7Vt-month strike. 

One agent said the Union 
would use the spring training 
camp in Homestead, Florida 
— which it had rented for a 
possible barnstorming tour — 
as a site for free-agent work- 
outs. 




Everton left fuming as Blackburn march on; Juventus take 9 point lead 


LONDON (Agencies) — 
Blackburn Rovers went six 
points clear at the top of the 
English Premiership with a 
controversial 2-1 win over 


ifr.ar. 

race 

ihe 

1-7 


Everton on Saturday, keep- 
ing the pressure on defending 
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champions Manchester Un- 
ited. 

A goal bonanza across the 
country, in which defenders 
were the April Fools, also 
saw Nottingham Forest crush 
Sheffield Wednesday 7-1, 
Arsenal beat Norwich 5-1 
and Wimbledon subdue 
bottom-placed Leicester 4-3. 

Blackburn’s famed SAS 
(Sutton and Shearer) squad, 


the edge of the box on 24 
minutes and then almost 
grabbing an equaliser. 

But after soaking up the 
pressure, Kenny Dalglish’s 
men held on for a victory 
which means they now need 
just 16 points from their last 7 
games to secure their first 
title since 1914. 


Everton manager Joe 
tioned both the 


who brought their tally to 55 
goals this season, did the 


damage against Everton. 
But the legality of both 


goals was questionable and at 


the end of the match angry 
Everton fans barracked re- 
feree Derraot Gallagher, who 
also rejected.. At least four 
confident claims for penalties 
by the home team. ' 1 

Chris Sutton, Rovers’ five 
million pound man, kept up 
the repayments with the fas- 
test goal in Premiership his- 
tory — scoring after 16 
seconds. 

Six minutes later Everton 
went two down when striker 
Alan Shearer, who missed 
England's goalless draw with 
Uruguay through injury, 
notched his 34rd goal of the 
season. 

Everton made a storming 
fightback, with Graham 
Stuart finding the back of the 
net with a superb chip from 


goals after a result that In- 
creases the danger of relega- 
tion. 

Royle asked: “Did you see 
a handball for the first one? 
And can anybody tell me why 
a free kick was given, which 
led to the second?" 

Even . Rovers manager 
Kenny Dalglish conceded: 
“They will feel unlucky, jus- 
tifiably, not to get anything 
out of the game. 

“But we are going to have 
to play a bit better to guaran- 
tee the title,” he added. 

Manchester United play 
Leeds at Old Trafford on 
Sunday and must win to 
maintain their campaign for a 
third consecutive Pre- 
miership title. 

The most emphatic victory 
of the day went to fourth- 
placed Nottingham Forest, 
who annihilated Wednesday 
to stake their claim to a place 
in the UEFA Cup next sea- 
son. 

Skipper Stuart Pearce and 
Ian Woan struck in the first 
half, Dutchman Bryan Roy 
added two more .after the 
break and then two goals in 
two minutes from star striker 


Stan Collymore looked to 
have completed the rout. 

. But Norwegian World Cup 
star Lars Bornnen stepped up 
to make it a magnificent 
seven, with Marie Bright con- 
verting a consolation penalty 
for the home side. 

-Wednesday manager said 
the result hurt but paid tri- 
bute to Forest’s irresistible 
performance. 

Troubled Arsenal 
answered their critics with a 
morale-boosting victory — 
Welsh teenage, two million 
pound signing John Hartson 
scoring twice inside the first 
13 minutes. 


be showing their fighting spir- 
it. but they remain destined 
to leave the Premiership after 
losing 4-3 to Wimbledon. 


Crystal Palace continued 
their battle against relegation 
with a 2-1 win over Manches- 
tey City. 

Chris Armstrong’s 13th 
goal of the season put Palace 
1-0 np, but Germany’s Uwe 
Rosier notched an equaliser 
for City before Northern Ire- 
land defender Darren Patter- 
son scored a rare but precious 
winner. 

Queens Park Rangers, 
down - to 10 men after 21 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


Hie win virtually guaran- 
tees Arsenal’s ■ Premiership 
survival and also provides a 
boost prior to Thursday’s 
•match against Sampdoria at 
Highbury, when the Euro- 


pean Cup Winners Cup hol- 
defen ‘ 


ders defend their title in a 
semi-final first leg dash. 

Third-placed Newcastle 
had a difficult trip to London, 
drawing 1-1 at injury- ravaged 
Chelsea, who have not won 
in the league at Stamford 
Bridge for almo: five 

months. 

Bottom dub Leicester may 


minutes when Ian Holloway 
was sent off for a second 
bookable offence, finished 1- 
0 winners at -Coventry City, 
after Trever Sinclair got the 
winner five minutes from 
time. 

Aston Villa, aiming to ease 
their relegation worries, 
needed a 90th minute own 
goal by Chris Swailes to beat 
second-from-bottom Ipswich 
1 - 0 . 

Lyon held at Rennes 


date their second place in the 
Frendi first division behind 
Nantes. 

- Jacelyn Gourvennec put 
Rennes dear after just seven 
minutes but Eric Roy eaual- 
lised for the visitors miaway 
through the second half. 

Lyon now have 57 points 
from 30 matches while 
Nantes, still unbeaten in the 
league since the start of the 
season and facing Lens away 
on Sunday, have 66. 

Lyon’s draw came 24 hours- 
after Paris St. Germain, who 
face AC Milan next week in 
the first-leg semi-final of the 
European Champion's Cup, 
defeated visiting Cannes 2-1. 

Two goals in the first half 
an hour were enough for PSG 
— their goals coming from 
Jose Cobos and David Ginola 
(31). Charvet scored a con- 
solatio . goal for Cannes with 
seven minutes left .,lri. gjiy. 

_ Nice and Strasbourg won 
their .matches thanks to 
penalties — Fabrice Mege 


scoringfor Nice against Lifle 
in the 53rd minute and Frank 


Leboeuf converting his spot 
kick in the dying seconds at 
Sochaux. 

In other matches Auxerre’s 
disappointing late season run 
continued when they were 
beaten 2-1 by Marti gues, 
who, banned from playing at 
home, travelled to Angers for 
tite match. 

An own-goal after eight 
minutes by Franck Burmer 
gave Bordeaux victory at 
Bastia, a Laurent Blanc 
penalty after 73rd minutes 
enhded Monaco’s hopes at 
St. Etienne, and Montpellier 
scored their sevneth win from 
31 games by beating visiting 
Caen 3-2. 


AC Milan at the San Siro. 

Goals at the end of each 
half from Fabrizio Ravanelli 
and Gianluca Vialli leave the 
Turin side on 58 points, nine 
dear of their nearest challen- 
gers Parma, defeated 1-0 at 
Roma, with just nine matches 
to play. 


minutes from the end, taking 


a defence-splitting pass from 
e Giancarlo Maroc- 


Juvenfus defeat Milan 


Juventus took a giant step 
toward their first Italian 
league title-in nine yehra on 
Saturday, opening lip a com- 
.mantling nine-point -lead at* 
the top of Serie A with a 2-0 
win over reigrang champions 


The prolific Ravanelli, who 
scored on his debut appear- 
ance for Italy against Estonia 
a week ago, put the visitors in 
front in the 41st minute. 

Exchanging a one-two with 
Vialli, the white-haired strik- 
er raced clear of Franco 
Baresi before lobbing the ball 
over advancing goalkeeper 
Sebastiano Rosa and heading 
into an empty net for his 10th 
and possibly most crucial goal 
of the season. 

Milan's best chance to 
equalise fell to Marco Simone 
m the 61st, minute. but his 
neat turn and shot flew nar- 
rowly wide. 

Vialli put the match 
beyond Milan’s reach seven 


substitute 
chi, feinting to shoot before 
beating the helpless Rossi 
with a shot into the far cor- 
ner. 

Dortmund move 2 points 
ahead 

Bor usri a Dortmund moved 
two points dear in the Bun- 
desliga on Saturday with a 3-1 
win against Bayer Uerding- 
en. 


Dortmund, four points 
ahead after the winter bredc 
in mid-February, earned 
third first win in five matches. 

Martin Kree, Michael Zorc 
and Tanko scored for the 
table-toppers despite the abs- 
ence of injured striker 
Stephane Chapuisat. 

The. 25-year-old faces 
surgery after tearing knee 
ligaments, training ..with 
Borussia Dortmund on 
March 16 and is out for the 
rest of the season. 


Lyon came away with a 1-1 
draw from Rennes to consoli- 
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REQUIRED 

Teachers of English for summer school. English 
native speakers "preferably graduates" to 
teach children and adults. 

For further Information, please call TeL No. 
680726, between 10 a.m- and 4 p-m. 
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FURNISHED SUPER DELUXE APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 

With new and luxurious furniture, consisting of three 
bedrooms, three bathrooms, living room, dining, sitting, 
spacious kitchen, with garden, telephone and car park. 
Rent is annual and can be set after inspection. Location: 
Rabiyeh, near the Baptist School. 

Call tel. 823493 


KLM welcomes new regional director 



THE ROYAL Dutch Airlines (KLM) hosted a grand 
reception at the Forte Grand Hotel on the occasion of 

- n ting Mr. Fatbi Sbcrif as new regional director of, 

in Jordan and to bid farewell to the former director. 


The reception was. attended by a large number of repre- 
sentatives of tour and travel agencies, airlines, embassies, 
journalists and businessmen. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
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WEST 
*10 8 
796652 
CKO * 

* J 10 B 7 

SOUTH 
* Q 3 2 
-AKJ4 
0 10 7 4 
♦AKS 
The bidding: 

Sooth West North 

1 NT Pus 2* 

2P Pau . 4 7 

Pus Put 

Opening feed: Jack o‘r* 

Sod tramp breaks tend to no- 
dot* moMdeelareit, with preefet- 
aiWTesulta. If you keep your cool, 
you Often can find in alternative 
™to land your contract. 

, Whe n either the doeed head or 
wnnny has a raffing value, a nndor- 
■ gnne.oa a 4-4 fit ia usoalhr. 
preferable to three no tramp. But 
whan the oouUaton in ona or both 
band* fa wail guarded, that ia not 
the am. Here, North-South 


East 

Pass 

Phan 


moods and could cash (bur or five 
hat-tricks in the suit 
Declarer won the lead in 
dummy and leaned the bad news 
when a tramp to the ace fetched a 
spade discard from East- With three 
so re bsea id diamonds, declarer 
could not afford to have a -winner 
railed and South thought k made 
no difference 'in what order the top 
card* were cashed. Declarer started 
by going after roades. Unfortunate- 
ly. West ruffed the third spade- 
down one. 

Dedarer started off well enough, 
but shodd have cashed no mop 
than two rounds of ipadaa Not 
come the remaining high chifco- If 
West ruffs the third club, declarer 
ovenufis, draws trumps and claims 
10 tricks— five trumps, three spades 
and two dub*. If West follow* to 
three rounds of duha, declarer dk- 
cords the jack of sped« from the 
tnhle and then ruffs a made on the 
board This way declarer amaaaes 
Ova trump tridca, two epadte- and 
three club*. Weeft fifth tramp and . 
Sut'i thjni duunood IaIeb tbofimc 
trick. 


NOTICE OF SALE 


Date of Sale: 

Tuesday, April 4, 1995, from 9:00 ^.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

Location:* .. . . 

Warehouse near 7th Circle. ; 

Items to be soldr 

Furniture, large generator, hydraulic lift and various 
office items. 

Conditions of sale: 

This sale will 'be conducted by seal-bid. 

Bid forms will be available at time, of sale. 

Ail items will be available for inspection at the time of 
sale. 

A deposit of 20 per cent of the total bid is required at 
the time of bid. " 

All bidders will be notified and deposits refunded 
beginning on Wednesday, April 5, 1995. 

All property must be removed within 24 hours of 
notification. 

if not. a storage of JD 50. per day wilt be imposed. 
All bids must be deposited by. 12:00 p.m. on April 4, 

1995. . . • • ' 

All property is sold on an as-is, where-is, non- 
returnable basis for cash payment without refund or 
warranty. 



m 








filr i £ , 

£» ‘ i 

Si 

»>• 

i> 

3* -i 

Vi 

c-e\ ' 
viai 1 * ; 

*?!■ 

u, 

rtr- .• 




Algerian council 
meets on election 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
The country’s transitional 
parliament convened Sunday 
with an agenda including leg- 
islation to make it much more 
difficult to run in this year’s 
presidential election. 

The 180-member assem- 
bly, appointed by Algeria's 
military-backed leaders, are 
also scheduled to consider 
laws concerning privatisation 
of state-owned enterprises, 
restructuring the agriculture 
sector and regional planning. 

About half of the assembly 
members, who were named a 
year ago and have the power 
to pass legislation, are 
bureaucrats and the rest are 
pro-government politicians. 

The parliament is called 
“transitional” as new legisla- 
tive elections are expected 
sometime after the presiden- 
tial balloting, which is plan- 
ned for later this year. 

The body plans to pass 
legislation that requires pres- 
idential candidates to submit 
75,000 signatures from eligi- 
ble voters in 24 of the 48 
provinces. Currently, candi- 
dates only have to submit 600 
signatures. 

The move is clearly de- 
signed to prevent anti- 
government Islamic candi- 
dates who have widespread 
support from making it onto 
the ballot. The legislation is 
expected to be passed this 
month. 

Candidates, particularly 
from the fundamentalist Isla- 
mic Salvation Front (FIS), 
were handily winning legisla- 
tive elections for a new par- 
liament when the govern- 
ment cancelled the voting in 
January 1992. 

That sparked the three- 
year civil war pitting radicals 
against government forces 
that has left an estimated 
more than 30,000 people 
dead. 

A government offensive 
against a suspected guerrilla 
training camp last week lolled 
2,800 radicals, the newspaper 
Liberation reported. Earlier 
reports in Algerian media 


said from several hundred to 
1 ,300 insurgents had been kil- 
led. 

The army, backed by artil- 
. Iery and paratroopers, were 
attacking a camp in 'Ain De- 
fla, about 150 kilometres 
west of Algiers, suspected of 
belonging to the Armed Isla- 
mic Group (GIA), the most 
violent of the shadowy 
groups waging the war. 

A communique purporting 
to come from the GIA said 
the group lost 100 fighters in 
the operation. The authentic- 
ity of the statement could not 
be confirmed. 

At the weekend. Foreign 
Minister Mohammad Sal ah 
Dembri, in an interview, was 
quoted by the official news 
agency APS as saying: "Ter- 
rorism is losing ground and 
the security situation is im- 
proving from day to day.” 

On Sunday, President 
Liamine Zeroual and the for- 
mer sole ruling party, the 
National Liberation Front 
(FLN), held talks about the 
planned ballot. 

Only weeks ago, such talks 
seemed out of the question. 
The FLN and another maver- 
ick secular party, the Socialist 
Forces Front (FFS). were 
castigated by the authorities 
for joining talks in Rome to 
produce their own proposals 
to end the crisis. 

Damned as foreign in- 
terference by Algiers, the 
Rome talks in January in- 
cluded Anwar Haddam, an 
envoy of the now-outlawed 
FIS, a move guaranteed to 
antagonise the authorities. 

Their proposals, for nego- 
tiations to lead to a tran- 
sitional government and then 
to elections, were conditional 
on Islamist leaders first being 
freed from jail. 

Diplomats said that with 
Algiers blaming the violence 
mainly on the FIS, on its 
armed wing, the Islamic 
Salvation Army (AIS), and 
on the Armed Islamic Group, 
the demand was impossible 
to fulfil. 



Saudis in Yemen for border talks 


SANAA (R) — A Saudi Arabian military team arrived in 
Sanaa on Sunday to hold a second round of talks on a 
long-standing border dispute, Sanaa Radio said. The joint 
military committee, set up under a memorandum Yemen 
and Saudi Arabia signed in February, is trying to resolve a 
60-year-old border dispute. The memorandum provides for 
committees to demarcate land and sea borders and prevent 
troop movements in the potentially oil-rich border area. 
The two sides agreed on the memorandum after trading 
accusations of troop build-ups and border clashes in 
December and January. During their talks, the officials, 
who held the first round in Saudi Arabia earlier this year, 
will focus on military issues outlined by the memorandum, 
Sanaa Radio said. 

39 suspected extremists held in Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Police have arrested 24 suspected Muslim 
extremists for attacks with explosive devices in Cairo in 
February during Ramadan, police officials said Sunday. 
The 24 were ordered jailed for 15 days for investigation, 
said the officials, who spoke on condition of anonymity. 
They gave no further details. In another development, 
police in Samalout. 200 kilometres south of Cairo, detained 
15 militants suspected of participating in attacks Friday on 
a Coptic church and a train station. Two policemen were 
killed and three people were wounded in the attacks. Also 
Sunday, state prosecutor Hisham Saraya announced that 15 

■ other militants were indicted for attempting to kill a 
policemen and Christian civilians last June in Beni Suef, 

. 100 kilometres south of Cairo. Four of the suspects remain 
at large. The date of the trial has not been set yet. 

4 beheaded for drugs in Saudi Arabia 

■RIYADH (AP) — Two Pakistanis and an Afghan were 
beheaded Sunday in Riyadh after Islamic courts convicted 
them of drug smuggling, the Interior Ministry announced. 
Saudi Arabia is governed by Islamic law, which prescribes 
beheading for murder, rape and “crimes that spread 
corruption on earth.” Saudi theologians in 1987 extended 
beheading to drug smuggling. Some 50 beheadings have 
taken place this year. Executions usually are carried out in 
public squares near mosques. 


Whale of a catch in Egypt 

CAIRO (AFP) — Fishermen in the Sinai port of El Arish 
have netted a two-tonne whale, the biggest ever to be 
- caught in Egypt, the government daily A1 Ahram reported 
Sunday. The fishermen chopped the 10-metre creature info 
pieces to take to the town's market where it sold out within 
minutes for a total price of $2,500. the paper said. 
Inhabitants of El Arish, 300 kilometres west of Cairo on 
the Mediterranean coast, believe whale-meat is good for 
virility. 

Kuwait deputies slams liberals 

KUWAIT (R) — An Islamist parliamentarian has lashed 
out at Kuwait's liberals, saying they violate the principles of 
Islam and embrace Western values, a newspaper reported 
on Sunday. “Those who describe themselves as liberals do 
not respect any issue based on Sharia (Islamic law),” 
deputy Ahmad Baqer told Al Anbaa newspaper in an 
interview. "They mock every Islamic matter and take pride 
in any Western thing and regard it as divine, even if it is 
bad." His remarks were the latest in a verbal war between 
Islamists who want Kuwait to become a stria Islamic state 
and liberals who are open to Western influence. Mr. Baqer 
also layed part of the blame on Islamist government 
officials for their inability to curb Western influences. 
"What do the religious brothers in the government do? 
Don’t they see the catastrophic programmes broadcast by 
the (state) television? There is not a single song broadcast 
by television without a dancing woman. Does that conform 
with the Islamic Sharia." 


[Russia seeks larger role in peace process 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — 
Russian Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev stressed 
Sunday that Moscow had 
an important role to play in 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess during his first visit to 
both Gaza and Israel. 

"Russia is in a privileged 
position . to push forward 
the Arab- Israeli peace pro- 
cess because of its objectiv- 
ity,” Mr. Kozyrev said af- 
ter meeting Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin. 

"We have always been 
very close to the Arab 
states and we now have 
very good relations with 
Israel," he said. 

Mr. Kozyrev gave Mr. 
Rabin a message from Rus- 
sian President Boris Yelt- 
sin. 

Russia and the United 
States are co-sponsors of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

The Russian envoy also 
sought to calm Israeli fears 
on tire delivery of Russian 
nuclear reactors to Iran, 
which the Jewish state has 
condemned. 

“The reactors will be 


used for exclusively peace- 
ful purposes and will be 
subject to international 
control,” he said. 

Israel objects to the deal, 
saying it aids Iran’s efforts 
to achieve nuclear weapons 
capability. Russia says the 
reactor cannot be used for 
military means. 

After meeting with 
Israeli President Ezer 
Weizman, Mr. Kozyrev 
said he hoped better under- 
standing was reached on 
"the issue which somehow 
... has been made into 
propaganda, a scapegoat, 
rather than a serious 
issue." 

The United States is also 
strongly opposed to the 
$800 million contract, Rus- 
sia signed in January to 
complete Iran’s first nuc- 
lear power plant, a long- 
suspended project. 

Russia wants Israel to 
sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
which comes up for renew- 
al later this month. 

But Mr. Rabin told Mr. 
Kozyrev that Israel would 
not join the pact until it had 


signed peace “with all Arab 
countries as well as Iran,” 
an official said. 

The Jewish state has nev- 
er confirmed reports that it 
has 200 nuclear warheads. 
It says it has special secur- 
ity needs so long as coun- 
tries such as Iraq and Iran 
threatened its very exist- 
ence. 

Mr. Rabin renewed 
accusations that Iran 
“organises international 
terrorism" and said he was 
“unhappy" about the state 
of Iranian-Russian rela- 
tions. 

Mr. Kozyrev and Mr. 
Rabin also discussed the 

Israeli-Syrian track of the 
peace process in 1967. 

Mr. Rabin said any peace 
treaty with Syria must in- 
clude "the demarcation of 
the border, a timetable for 
an Israeli withdrawal, a 
normalisation of relations 
after the first phase of the 
withdrawal and security 
arrangements.” 

Mr. Kozyrev’s Middle 
East tour hit problems Sun- 
day when be cancelled 
three meetings with Israeli 


leaders without any ex- 
planation. 

He had been due to hold 
talks with Trade and Indus- 
try Minister Micha Harish, 
Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin and Ehud 
Olmert, the Israeli mayor 
of Jerusalem. 

An Israeli foreign minis- 
try spokesman attributed 
tilie cancellations to a lack 
of coordination in prepar- 
ing the visits. 

Mr. Kozyrev said Satur- 
day he held "warm and 
positive" talks with Palesti- 
nian leader Yasser Arafat 
in the self-rule Gaza Strip. 

He said after two hours 
of talks: "We know that 
Mr. Arafat’s task of prom- 
oting peace and securing 
international recognition is 
difficult, but Russia is 
going to support (him) until 
He succeeds.” 

Mr. Arafat stressed that 
Russia had an important 
role to play in the peace 
process. 

Mr. Kozyrev met Presi- 
dent Weizman on Sunday 
to discuss “new ideas” in 
the peace process. 


Egypt admits Israel cannot sign NPT now 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egypt rec- 
ognises that Israel cannot 
join the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
immediately, a senior advisor 
to President Hosni Mubarak 
said in remarks published on 
Sunday. 

“Our purpose is to moti- 
vate Israel to take some con- 
crete steps towards joining. 
We recognise the fact that it 
may not be feasible for Israel 
to join right away,” Osama 
Al Baz, Mb'. Mubarak’s poli- 
tical advisor, told the English 
weekly Middle East Times. 

“We don’t want to embar- 
rass the Israeli government. 
We are not trying to put them 
in a corner, we are not trying 
to weaken them. We want 
them to convince us that they 
have a serious programme for 
joining" the treaty, he added. 

Egypt, along with several 
other Arab states, refuses an 
unlimited extension of the 
nuclear pact, to be discussed 
this month at the United Na- 
tions, unless Israel commits 
to joining. 

Mr. Mubarak arrived Sun- 
day in Washington for talks 


with President Bill Ginton, 
in which the NPT is expected 
to be a central topic. 

The United States has 
pressured Egypt to accept an 
unlimited and unconditional 
renewal of the treaty. 

“Our votes in the renewal 
process depends on what 
happens between now and 
then. Universally, we are for 
the renewal," Dr. Baz said. 

"We don’t want to spoil a 
universal application of the 
treaty because of our regional 
concerns. But on the other 
hand, we know it cannot be 
universal if a nation or a 
group of nations are allowed 
to be exempted,” he said. 

Dr. insisted Egypt's goal 
was to strengthen the treaty 
and that its position was not 
“an anti-Israeli policy.” 

“We want to convince all 
nations in the region to 
cooperate with us in freeing 
the area of all weapons of 
mass destruction. 

farad, which western ex- 
perts say possesses 200 nuc- 
lear warheads, insists a re- 
gional peace must be con- 


cluded before it will sign the 
NPT. It says it is still 
threatened by countries such 
as Iran, Iraq and Libya. 

Dr. Baz rejected the argu- 
ment, adding that “all coun- 
tries in the region should be 
treated on equal footing. Iran 
cannot be asked to do certain 
measures without asking 
others." 

“Many Arabs will not fed 
secure enough if they think 
that a few kilometres from 
their borders there are reac- 
tors that are working within a 
military nuclear program- 
me," he said. 

Without the Jewish state's 
commitment, "Arabs might 
feel that Israel has a hidden 
agenda and we do not want 
this to peisist in the minds of 
Arabs.” he added. 

International Cooperation 
Minister Yousef Boutros 
Ghali said Sunday the United 
States will maintain its aid to 
Egypt for at least the next 
three years with no reduc- 
tion. 

"The American aid prog- 
ramme to Egypt will be main- 


tained, there will be no re- 
duction over the next three 
years at least,” he told the 
government weekly Rose Al 
Yousef. 

Egypt is the second main 
beneficiary of U.S. aid after 
Israel with $2.1 billion a year. 

Dr. Ghali added that “if 
aid is reduced, it should be 
accompanied by a reduction 
in the aid granted to Israel.” 

Dr. Baz said Egypt needed 
the aid to continue at the 
same level for the next 10-15 
years. 

Dr. Baz told the Middle 
East Times: “This is the 
period that is needed to com- 
plete our economic reform- 
programme, after which time 
we wouldn't like to burden 
the Americans or use their 
taxpayers’ money.” 

U.S. Vice President Al 
Gore who visited Cairo on 
March 19 and 20 assured 
Egyptian leaders that the aid 
would be maintained for the 
1996 financial year. 

Mr. Mubarak has said he is 
sure American aid will con- 
tinue for "a long time." 


Bahraini cleric under house arrest 


MANAMA (Agencies) — A 
prominent Shiite Muslim 
preacher whose apparent sei- 
zure by security authorities 
Saturday sparked a riot in 
Bahrain has been placed 
under house arrest, a family 
member and opposition 
groups said Sunday. 

Two men were killed in 
clashes with security forces 
who went to the home of 
Sheikh Abdul Ameer Al 
Janui, said a neighbour, who 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

five other protesters were 
wounded in the clashes in the 
suburb of Beni Jamra, he 
said. 

There was no official con- 
firmation of the casualties or 
any official word on why 
Sheikh Jamil, 55, was put 
under house arrest. 

But the former member of the 
parliament which was dissolved 
in 1975 has been demanding 
the restoration of the legisla- 
ture and more jobs for 
Bahrain's Shiites. 

The government said 
meanwhile it had arrested un- 
identified suspects accused of 
killing a policeman and a 
Pakistani shop assistant and 
of carrying out acts of sabot- 
age. 

The official Gulf News 
Agency, quoting an official 
source at the Interior Minis- 


try, said police had arrested 
suspects who on Thursday 
lobbed a petrol bomb into a 
police jeep. One policeman 
was burned to death and two 
were injured in the incident 
at Sitra, Bahrain's third 
largest island. 

It said police had also 
arrested suspects who bad 
torched a video shop in Daih 
village on March 25. Pakista- 
ni shop assistant Mohammad 
Qareer was burned to death 
in the incident. 

A third group responsible 
for an arson attack on a bank 
branch in Jidhafc village had 
been arrested, it added. 

Investigations and confes- 
sions by those arrested 
showed their aim was to cre- 
ate chaos and instability in 
Bahrain and undermine its 
security, the source was 
quoted as saying. 

t "The Ministry of Interior 

assures citizens and (fore- 
ign) residents that it stands 
ready to act against those 
saboteurs to defeat them and 
end their criminal acts and of 
those who stand behind them 
either by inciting or planning 
those acts,” the source was 
quoted as saying. 

The statement did not say 
how many suspects were 
arrested in what appears to 
be the biggest crackdown on 


protesters since anti- 
government unrest erupted in 
Bahrain in early December. 

The trouble triggered by 
the police move against 
Sheikh Jamri at dawn Satur- 
day was the first in Beni 
Jamra, a Shiite suburb. 

Residents said Saturday 
that Mr. Jamri was taken to 
prison. It was not clear 
whether the authorities de- 
cided to keep him under 
house arrest in an attempt to 
prevent further trouble, or 
whether that had been their 
intention in the first place. But 
the violence underlined the 
sensitivity of the situation. 

Beni Jamra remained 
under security surveillance 
Sunday, with many residents 
staying indoors in case trou- 
ble flared again. 

The violence has escalated 
in recent weeks and spread to 
schools and universities. 

The Education Ministry 
has advanced mid-term holi- 
days for colleges by several 
weeks, but schools remain 
open. 

There were no reports of 
clashes Sunday, but a car 
showroom displaying Rolls 
Royce, Jaguar and Peugeot 
autos was gutted by fire. Re- 
sidents said it was set alight 
by agitators Saturday night. 

Works, Power and Water 


Minister Majid Al Jishi was 
quoted in newspapers SunUa> 
as saying that 40 electricity 
sub-stations have been 
wrecked and 100 sub-stations 
and connecting boxes dam- 
aged by protesters in recent 
weeks, with damage esti- 
mated at 900,000 dinars ($2.3 
million). 

He said a high-voltage 
.cable which runs over the 
Sitra bridge and links the 
Riffa power station with the 
Manama . plant has been 
sabotaged. 

Repairs will cost one mil- 
lion dinars ($2.65 million), he 
said. 

The sporadic unrest, main- 
ly confined to Shiite Muslim 
villages around Manama, has 
so far failed to significantly 
affect business life in the 
country. But it appears to 
have become a regular fea- 
ture of aight life in some 
villages. 

The Interior Ministry state- 
ment made no mention of 
fires and blasts, apparently 
caused by gas cylinder explo- 
sions on Saturday night, or of 
reports of arrests and casual- 
ties in Bani Jam rah village. 
Three clergymen were re- 
ported by residents to have 
been detained in the village 
and at least one person was 
killed and 16 were wounded 
in dashes with police. 


Americans 
in Iraq 
get 1 month 
to appeal 

BAGHDAD (AP) — Two 
Americans jailed for illegally 
entering Iraq have been given 
up to one month to appeal 
their eight-year prison sent- 
ences, instead of the urnal 
two weeks, sources repon.d 
Sunday. 

But there was no indication 
of an early release. The legal 
procedures for that could, 
take up to three months, 
Iraqi law experts and offidals 
dose to the case said. They 
spoke on condition of anony- 
mity. 

The United States has 
appealed for the release of 
David Daliberti, 41, and Wil- 
liam Balloon, 39, since their 
arrest March 13. 

But on March 25, they 
were convicted by a Baghdad 
court of illegally entering 
Iraq. 

U.S. offidals say the pair 
crossed the southern border 
with Kuwait by aeddent on 
their way to visit friends at a 
U.N. border post. 

A senior Iraqi official, 
Hassab Al Oubaidi of the 
Foreign Relations Depart- 
ment ' f the Baghdad parlia- 
- suggested Saturday 
oie issue of the Amer- 
icans could be settled "in the 
coming few days.” But he did 
not elaborate. 

Legal experts said Mr. 
Daliberti and Mr. Barioon 
must present all relevant pap- - 
ers and documents to the 
appeals court when they ask 
for a review of their sent- 
ences. 

Still, they saw it as a posi- 
tive sign that the authorities 
had extended the normal 14- 
day appeal period after Mr. 
Daliberti informed the court 
that his passport was in 
Kuwait, where he worked for 
a U.S. defence contractor. 

He also said the passport 
had a valid Iraqi visa, the 
officials said. 

The Americans have been 
given a list of Iraqi lawyers to 
choose from for their appeal. 

U.S. offidals have been 
working to secure the men's 
release through the Polish 
embassy, which handles 
American interests in Bagh- 
dad in tire absence of direct 
U.s.-Iraqi diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

Iraqi offidals, like Mr. 
Oubaidi, have made vaguely 
hopeful remarks, while 
others and government-run 
pip-Ts have taken 
tougher lines li.at have made 
it difficult to discern what the 
offidal line is on the jailed 
Americans. 

For instance, Al Qadis- 
siyah, the Defence Ministry's 
daily, said Sunday that they 
are no different from Mex- 
icans trying to immigrate ille- 
gally to the United States. 

It critidsed what it called 
“the spasms of American 
offidals towards Iraq's legal 
stance in punishing the 
Americans who sneaked into 
its national territory. 

“American television 
channels from time to time 
show scenes of how Mexican 
citizens are arrested while 
trying to cross the border 
without permission,” the 
newspaper said. 

“They are thrown on the 

C nd, their hands tied be- 
their backs, and then 
detained, interrogated and 
later tried for this crime.” 
“Where is the problem... 
as long as each country is 
implementing its laws?” Al 
Qadissiyah asked. 

Iraq’s foreign minister, 
Mohammad Saeed Al Sahaf, 
noted Thursday that he did 
not believe that two Amer- 
icans entered Iraq accidental- 
ly, but must have had a dar- 
ker motive. 


Manila detains 6 reportedly linked to New York blast 


MANILA (Agencies) — Six 
Arabs were arrested and a 
large quantity of weapons 
and explosives seized in a 
raid eariy Sunday on an 
apartment in a Manila sub- 
urb, police said. Police linked 
them to defendants in the 
1993 World Trade centre 
bombing. 

Earlier, police said a Pakis- 
tani businessman suspected 
of ties to the alleged master- 
mind of the New York Gty 
bombing also had been 
anested. Later, they said he 
would be charged with invest- 
ment fraud, although they 
still believed he was tied to 
the alleged mastermind, 
Ramzi Yousef. 

Yousef eluded arrest in 
Manila in January in what 
police said was a plot to kill 
Pope John Paul II and blow 
up U.S. airliners over the 
pacific. He was apprehended 
a month later in Pakistan and 
deported to the United 
Stales, where he was charged 


in the February 1993 bomb- 
ing that killed six people and 
injured about 1,000. 

Police said the six Arabs, 
including a Syrian, a 
Lebanese, two Jordanians, 
an Omani and a United Arab 
Emirates national, were 
arrested in suburban 
Kalookan City and will be 
charged with illegal weapons 
possession. 

Police also recovered a 
large amount of weapons and 
explosives, including pistols, 
rifles, detonating cord, dyna- 
mite, timers, amonium ni- 
trate and computer diskettes/ 
Officials said others were 
being sought, including Fili- 
pinos, Sudanese and Jorda- 
nians. 

A statement said the 
“apprehended Muslim ex- 
tremists are believed to be 
affiliated” with Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman, the blind 
cleric on trial in New York in 
the World Trade Centre 
blast. No other details were 


released. 

Police sources, speaking on 
condition of anonymity, said 
investigators seized tape cas- 
settes of sermons by Sheik 
Omar. 

Those arrested were said to 
be members of the heretofore 
unknown “Islamic Saturday 
Meeting Group." About 10 
per cent of the country’s 66 
million people are Muslims. 

Officials said they were 
also believed linked to 
Yousef, who was charged 
here last week in the Decem- 
ber bombing of a Philippine 
Airlines jet in which a 
Japanese passenger was kil- 

Youscf was also believed 
to have been plorting to loll 
the Pope during bis visit here 
in January ana planning to 
blow up United Airlines 
planes over the pacific. 

The plots were uncovered 
when police raided his apart- 
ment Jan. 6 after a suspicious 
fire. Yousef managed to slip 


away in the confusion. 

Police identified the Pakis- 
tani businessman as Tariq 
Rana. Rana eluded arrest last 
Thursday when police raided 
his office in Makati looking 
for documents in a 
multimillion-dollar invest- 
ment swindle. He was 
arrested Saturday in sub- 
urban Makati. 

Police said he was believed 
to have provided support to 
the Filipino Muslim Abu 
Sayyaf group, which worked 
with Yousef in Manila and 
may have helped him escape. 

‘Sheikh former CIA agent’ 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman was 
an agent for the CIA, a 
senior Egyptian official said 
in it rks published Sunday. 

It fa -st time that a 
leading L e offidal has 

openly voic ons about 

the blind . s connec- 
tions with tht IA which 
have long circui. id in the 


pro-government press. 

“Why do you think Omar 
Abdul Rahman is in the Un- 
ited States now? To say it was 
a consular error is a lie. He 
was issued with five visas 
because of his former con- 
tacts with the CIA,” Osama 
Al Baz, an advisor to Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak, told 
the English-language Middle 
East Times. 

Sheikh Abdul Rahman 
slipped out of Egypt and ar- 
rived in the United States via 
Sudan where he began 
preaching in New Jersey. 

The State Department has 
said that a “tragedy of 
errors’’ led the sheikh to be 
able to renew his U.S. visa 
even though he was on a list 
of undesirable aliens. 

Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, who left Cairo 
Saturday on an offidal visit to 
Washington, has in the past 
accused the United States of 
closing its eyes to Sheikh 
Abdul Rahman's activities. 



-r.v3 i*' 




Russian April 
Fool’s jokes 
have sharp edge . 

MOSCOW (R) — The Rus- 
sian media clearly relished 
post-Soviet press freedoms 
on April Fool’s Day, spoof- 
ing sensitive issues such as 
war in Cbechenya and pover- 
ty. One Moscow daily pub- 
lished in ironic would-be ex- 
pose saying that Russian in- 
telligence bad replaced 
Chechen leader Dzhokhar 
Dudayev with a lookahke 
when the head of the break- 
away region fell ill last year. 

The presumed double, a driv- 
er at a vegetable farm, sup- 
posedly took a liking to pow- 
er, however, and sparked the 
armed conflict between 
Chechenya and Russian 
which has cost thousands of 
lives, the popular Moskcvsky 
Komsomolets said. The proof 
of the switch was in the size 
of a front-page satire unim- 
aginable before the break-up 
of the Soviet Union. The 
radio station Ekho Moskvy 
prodded painful memories by 
airing a report that the gov- 
ernment was giving Russians 
until Monday to turn over 
savings of hard currency to 
the state. Soviet leaders in 
the past had periodically 
frozen bank accounts or with- 
drawn large bills from cir- 
culation, robbing people of 
years of savings in the name 
of monetary reform. ITAR- • 

TASS news agency said a 
similar gag by a newspaper in 
the town of Lipetsk had en- 
ded badly, when many read- 
ers believed a report that new 
money was replacing the rou- 
ble. Panicking, they rushed 
out and spent all their sav- 
ings. Other April Fool’s Day 
jokes were more light- 
hearted. In Russia, one 
TASS report said, Siberian 
hunters had found a latter- 
day mowgli hibernating in a 
cave with a family of beaus. 

But in neighbouring Ukraine, 

newspapers based jokes 
mainly on money and the 
poverty to which most of die 
country’s 52 million residents 
have been subjected in the 4 
po&f-Soviet era. Vseukrains- 
Idye Vedomosti reported on 
its front page that large nuin- . r 
bers of counterfeit $100 bills r~y 
had been seized — and dis- 
played one bearing serial 
numbers with Russian letters. 

April Fool’s Day 
pranksters keep 
Britons guessing . 

LONDON (R) — Murals in 
the channel tunnel, bottled 
fresh air’ in four flavours, 
ancient Egyptian teddy bean 
and a radio show carrying 
yesterday’s news kept Britons 
guessing Saturday in the 
annual April Fool’s Day 
ritual. Newspapers, com- ; 
panics, celebrities and disc 
jockeys were among those 
indulging the national pen- 
chant for pranks. Thousands 

of confused listeners to Lon- • 
don’s Capital Radio woke up 
to hear disc jockey Chns 
Tarrant’s Weekday Show, 
featuring Friday’s sport, news K a i.. 

and weather. One woman 
telephoned to say she got to 
her office and (fad an hour’s - ... 
work before realising her col- 
leagues were not turning up 
as well. The tradition of 
hoaxes and jokes on April 1 
has a steady following in Bri- 
tain, where in a legendary ■ • . " 

1970s spoof a respected tele- - 
vision documentary program- 
me convinced thousands of - j .: 
viewers that spaghetti grew ' 
on trees in Italy. The 1995 :• 
pranksters included entrep- 
reneur Richard Branson who 
announced the launch of hot- ' ■ 

tied “virgin air” with accom- > \ 
panying breathing masks. ' 

The Polo Mint Company * , - " 

took out advertisements 
announcing that European . 
regulations had decreed that ■ " 
their popular mints with . V 
holes must be filled. Euro- -f j'‘: . . 
tunnel said it was looking for . v . .. : 
artists to paint murals along .. 
the walls of the channel tun- ■■ /■ r . : 
nel and the Eyecare Informs- • 

tion Service said a survey 
showed that eye tests make 
people sex mad. The Daily , 
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_ ,603-year-oid 
teddy bear in an ancient toy : : 
cupboard while excavating:..^:., 
the Pyramid of Cheops near 1 ';’ • 
Cairo. The respected Lancet 
medical journal reported that v ‘.' = ;L? 
young doctors were becom- 
mgjMthologJcally attached to . 

their stethoscopes, wearing y > 
them while driving, during ^ [ 
meals and even when asleep. *'; 

Toy firm Little Tikes said it - yy'; 
was launching a lifestyle.;;- 
magazine for the under-fives, 
while in the strictly adult 
category Wonderbra claimed • 
it had developed a talking bra. «> . ,‘c ’y 
that said; “HeUo, boys” r :/ 
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